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Or the 26th of laſt December his Majeſty, by a gracious 
meſſage to both Houſes of Parliament, communicated, 

with the utmoſt concern, the abrupt termination of the 
late negotiation with France, and directed the details of 
the embaſly to be laid before them for their conſideration, 

Upon this occaſion it appeared, that the negotiation had 
terminated upon a difference totally unconnected with the 
original cauſes of the war. It was manifeil, that this 
country bad completely abandoned the principles which, 
in the face of all Europe, the great confederacy againit 
France had aſſigned as the juſtification of hoſtilities, The 
return of peace (now removed to an incalculable diſtance) 
turned entirely upon territorial ceſſions, neither in fact 
nor in principle conteſted at the time of tne rupture, but 
which, as will appear by the following pages, were put 
at the fegt of Great Britain, as the arbitreſs of unive: ſal 
tranquillity, 

This was our condition. The objed of the conte ta- 
tally ſunk, but the conteſt continuing without prolpectof 
concluſion; one hundred millions ot debt added to the 
lormer grievous weight of national incumbrances; m any 
channels of our commerce ohſtrudted, aud our manufac- 
taces laflering in proportion; objects of revenue within 
the pale of laxur ry threatening unpꝛoduélion from the ne- 
city of extending them beyond v bat lug uries will carry; 
hilft the ſinews of the laborious poor were cracking un- 
der tne burdens already impuled upon all the necellaries 
of lite. 

the Lnglich people had herctofore been characteriſed 
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by an extreme jealonſy of their government; by a diſpo- 
ſition rather to magniy, and even to imagine evils, than 
to ſubmit without inquiry to actual and unexampled ca- 
lamities. A great public ſenſation might, therefore, have 
been expected from ſuch a conjuncture; more eſpeciaily 
as the, near approach of peace had been induſtriouſly cir- 
culated and anxiouſly anticipated; yet, as far as I have 
been able to inform myſelf, no public event of any mag- 
nitude ever appeared to be received with more perfect in- 
difference and unconcern. Inſtead of any defire to queſ- 
tion the prudence of the public councils, to review the 
paſt, or to provide for the future, it appeared to be more 
than erer the prevailing, and ſeemingly exulting maxim, 
that government mu# be ſupported ; mixed too with a 
conſiderable degree of bitterneſs againſt all who queſtion- 
ed its proceedings. 

That government muſt be ſupported is a maxim juſt 
and incontrovertible, when properly underſtood. But 
the adminiftration and the government have of late been 
confounded and identified. A change in the one is confi- 
tered as a ſubverſion of the other; and a diſpoſition to 
remove abuſes, under any regulations, is accounted, even 
hy thoſe who admit and lament their exiſtence, as an at- 
tack upon the conſtitution which ſuffers frora them. 

It is from this wide-ſpread ſenſation that the authors of 
our preſent calamities are cheriſhed and ſupported, even 
by thoſe who condemn them; whilſt they, who with wiſ— 
dom and perſeverance have oppoſed all the meaſures which 
produced them, are diicountenanced and diſtruſted. 

Sugh an unnatural change in the feelings and charac- 
ters of Engliſhmen has naturally given rile to ſpeculations 
upon its cauſes, It is impoſſible to afcribe it wholly ei— 
ther to the general increaſe of luxury, or to the enor- 
mous increaſe of the crown's influence: theſe are capable, 
indeed, of producing great changes in the public charsc- 
ter, and are faſt producing them; but their march is too 
low to have reached fo ſuddenly to the pitch we are ar- 
rived at. The ſtate of the public mind muſt theretore he 
otherwiſe acccunted for, and another cauſe has accord- 
inglv been aſſigned for t—the phenomenon of the French 


revolution, and its mighty influence upon the higher or— 


ders of men. This is true in part: the French rcvelution, 
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and its mighty influence upon the higher orders of men, 
This is true in part: the French revolution 1s the cauſe, 
but wot wie only cauſe ; it would have probably {ublded 
quickly, and with conſequences extremely different, but 
for the cotemporary phenomenon of the power and cha- 
rafter of the Britith miniſter. 

Within all our memories another great revolution has 
taken place, ſcarcely lels ſiriking and extraordinary, as 
it applied to alarm the government of Great Britain. The 
foundation of republican America had a'fimilar, it not an 
equal, tendency to produce the fame diſpoſition in the 
people to an indiſcriminate ſupport of miniiters. If de- 
grees of compariſons were neceſſary to my argument, I 


might aſſert, that the æra of the American war had even 


a more natural and obvious tendency than the later one in 
France to colle*t the landed and monied intereit of Eng- 
land in a blind ſupport of the minifters of the day. 

The revolution in America, like the revolution of 
France, exhibited to the world the danger of ſuffering the 
general grievances of a people, real or imaginary, to re- 
main unredrefſ-d ; but with this ſtriking difference the 
revolution in France was the ſubverſion of a foreign go- 
vernment ; that of America was the deilruction of our 
own: the diſcontents that provoked the French to reſiſ- 
tance were abuſes which could not be felt by Engliihmen 
under any milgovernment; but the Americans were re— 
volted lubjects, and the cauſe of their revolt was the a- 
buſes and corruptions in our own conlͤlitution: the ver 
abuſes and corruptions which are complained of to this 
hour, Yet fo impoſlible is it to take any correct account 
of the events of the world, without attending to the cha- 
racters of men who are the actors in them; fo vain is it 
tu think of tracing civil conſequences from their cauſes, 
as if we were dealing with the operations of matter, that, 
unleſs we look to the accidental impulles ariſing from in- 
dividual predominancy, we ſhould be conltantly deceived, 
The” American convulſion produced a ſenfation in Eng- 
land directly the reverſe of what is felt at this moment; 
and the ſame man gave to the two events, ſo calculated 
to have produced correſponding effects, a diredion and 
conſequences diametrically oppoſite, + With the one he 
rouſed the Braiſh democracy to threaten the corruptions 
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of the other orders which had tainted and enflaved it; 
with the other he now ftighters the people into a ſurcen- 
der of their beſt privileges, and claims the title of au up- 
right minifter upon principles which he repeatecly and ſo-— 
lemuly declared to be utterly iuconſiſtent with the very 
extlience ot an upright adminiſtratien. 

It may be ſaid, that the two revolutions were very dit- 
ferent, Very different indeed, It is now too late to ral! 
at or fight with the one, and our railing and fighting have 
created almoſt all the evils of the other. America and 
France began their revolutions upon the ſame principles, 
but with very different fortunes. America had no ancient 
internal ariflocracy—France had nothing elſe. America 
had to contend with England only; a contention which 
gave her France to protect her: France had to contend 
ayainſt the world. When England bad exhaulted and dil- 
graced herſelf, America was therefore free; but France 
had to exhauſt and diſgrace the world, and in the dread- 
ful effort has been driven to extremities which frequentiy 
has diſgraced herſelf. But, with theſe accidental diiter- 
ences, the objects were the fame ; diſcontent occafioned 
by abuſes produced both revolutions. Both governments 


might have continued monarchical, if corrupt power would | 


have ſubmitted to correction: they are now both free re- 
preſentatire republics; and if corruption will not yet be 
cortetted, let her look to herſelf, 

During the frlt of theſe great æras, Mr, Pitt began bis 
public lite, under circumſtances ſo ſplendid and fo honour- 
able to himſelf, that, having no perſonal enmity towards 
him, it is painful to me to recur to them; indeed, if #ny 
part of what is written hereafter ſhall appear to be dic- 
tated by ſo unworthy a motive, I utterly and ſolemaly 
diſclaim it. I make no attack upon his private character; 
but the public exiltence is at flake: Mr. Pitt is a mini- 
lier in a moſt awful crifis: I feel a duty in examining bis 
conduct in that capacity, and my public conduct in oppo- 
fing him is equally open to the animadvertion of the world, 
It is only by looking back to the paſt that we can hope 
to correct the future; and when deluſion has overſpread a 
nation, the illumination of an angel would only darken 1t, 
unleſs the cauſes of it were firſt deteded and expoſed, lo 
ebtain ſecurity for England, we muſt lock back to the 
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time when ſhe was at peace: we tauft examine the cautes 
and progrefs of the war; mult -retrace all our fleps, and 
look, if we dare, to what they lead. 

Towards the cloſe of the American war, Mr, Pitt (a 
boy almolt), ſaw the corrupt condition of Parliament, 
from the defect in the repretentaiion oi the people, with 
the eyes of a mature ſtateſman: the engle eyes of his fa- 
ther had ſeen it before him, and the thunder of his elo— 
quence had made it tremble. Lord Chatham had de'ec- 
ted and expoled the rank corruption of the Houſe of Com- 
mons as the ſole cauſe of that fatal quarrel, and left it as 
a legacy to his {on to avenge and to correct them. Ihe 
vouthtul exertions of Mr. Pitt were worthy of the dele- 
gation.— From my acquaintance with him, both beſore 
and upon his firſt entrance into public life, I have no 
doubt of his perieQ fincerny in the cauſe he then under- 
took; and the maturity of his judgment, even at that 
time, with which I was well acquainted, fecures his con- 
duct from the raihnels of unthinking youth. His efforts 
are in the memory of the whole public, and their miſcar- 
riage at that time are not, in my opinion, to be imputed 
to him. 

Corruption and abuie, always uriform, oppoſed to Mr, 
Pitt's propoiitions of reform ation the inde ntical objections 
which, under bf own auſpices, they oppoſe to all teſorma— 
tion now; and Parliament at that time, like the late Par- 
bament, for motives Which I leave to every man's own 

etlection, rejected reformation in all its ſhapes, Within 
the walls of the Houſe of Commons, the proprictots of 
borouglis exprefied their indignation (as they have lately, 
and as they would to-morrow) that ſuch a prepoſterous 
time ſhould be cholen for alteration, however wile or re- 
gulated, as the concluſion of the American war; the em— 
Fire, they ſaid, had been rent alunder by the fermenta- 
tion of poli tical opinions; that our coloniſts had become 
republicans z and that if the door were once opened to 
changes, vho ſhould preſczibe their limits? 

Tnele arguments triumphed in the Houſe of Commons, 
but Nr, Pitt triemphed with the diſintereſted part of the 
nation. His arguments for chuſing that criſis were core 
vincing and unanſwerable. The cauſe of reform was high- 
ly popular, and men of the greateſt rank and fortune took 
the lead in it. Irregularities of courſe were committed, 
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but the public mind was found, Libels on Parliament at 
t!11t time, as fince, were written; but Mr. Pitt's were un- 
zeitionably ine Itcoogetl and the belt. Public meetings, 
„ take the feale of the people upon the conduct of the 
iſouſe of Commoas in rejecting the propoſition, were uni- 
verially promoted; but ithole of Mr. Pitt, at the 1 hatch- 
ed Houtc Tavern, (55 mizht be e ede from his talents 
atid the jufluengs ot his ju; Pp! TRE we ec by much the 
mot 1 tematical, and the mon lar ming to government, 
Soon after this period Mr. Pitt became prime miulſter, 
an objet of overieiting anten for a very young perſon, 
K. 


and indeed, independently of that, it is but juſtice to re- 


mark, that whatever diipoſition bo might have had to 


&S 


{erve the K! ng 8 and rule the Brita; Parliament , according 
to the liberal principles with which he began his public 
lite, his Majeſty, without very eJential changes, could 
not be ſo ſerved, nor a Britih Parliament be to conduct- 
ed. 

It would be unfair, in a publication »ddreited to the 
world, to pr reſume to trace the inlenfole changes in the 
mid of the minitter upon the favourite object of his youth, 
the nurſe of his fame, and his conductor to power; 1 know 
enough of the corruptions inſeparable from the admim- 
{ration of a government which mult be managed upon the 
Principles of our own at prefent, to be able to make many 
allowances. It is enough for my preſent purpoſe, that 
Mr. Pitt firſt totally abandoned his own opinions, and af- 
terwards became the oppoſer, and even the perſecutor of 
all who continued to prelerve them. 

{ will not leave it to his advocates to remark, that 
though he had indeed abandoned the caule of reform, yet 
that the condition of things was in ſome reſpects changed 
when he wade his grand attack upon the reformers : that 
the French revolution had intervened ; that it had cauſed 
a great fermentation in the minds of men; that it appear- 
ed to have given to the zeal of ſome Britith reformers. a 
tinge of republicaniſm; and that the effects and conſe— 
quences of that great event bad read an awful leſſon to 
the world, Had Mr. Pitt acted with good faith upon 
theſe conſiderations, if he really entertained them, I know 
enough of the character of his underderſtanding to believe 


that his conduct would have been different; ; and his ori- 
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ginal principle, on which he reſted the whole? of his me- 
morable argument for the reform of Parliament, confirms 
me id that belief. Mr. Pitt's principle, illuſtrated by the 
American conteſt, was, that the holding high the abuſes 
of government had been the foundation of all danger and 
violence to its authority, He would therefore have again 
brought forward the Britiſh conllitution in its purity, as 
an antidote to republican ſpeculations; confident that from 


bis ſituation, and from the double hold he would have had 


by it over the nation, he might have given the ſpirit of 
reform his own direction, and moulded it to his own will, 

But unfortunately for England, he could not do this w:th- 
out t leaft a temporary facr ifice of his Nation as miniſi en, 
Mr. Pitt, therefore, choſe to remain in his ſtation upon 
the only principles in which, without reform, it could 
poſſibly be maintained. 

Having made this election, it is impoſſible, without the 
groileſt injuſtice, to deny that he has conduQed himſelf 
with the maſterly {kill, and with a boldneſs without ex- 
ample in the hiſtory of the winter of any regular govern- 
ment. 'Fhe enthufiaſm tor Engliſh reform, animated in 
its Z22] from the firuggles of the firſt reformers of France, 
when the Baſtile fell, and when the Parliament of Paris 
opened its doors to the repreſentatives ot the nation, be- 
gun to aſſume an energy of which wiſdom and virtue might 
have taken the ſafe direction, but wluch, 1 admn, at the 
ſame time, required either to be managed by a liberal 
ſupport from government, or to be checked i in its excelles 
by a prudent and conflitutional reſtraint, Ihe Pritich 
miniſter took neither of theſe courſes. Joo old in office 
to put his fitnation to hazard, by ſupporting the liberal 
principles which beſtowed it; too bold and too ſtrongly 
ſupported to einploy caution in his remedy ; embittered, 
perhaps, with the reflection of his own detection, and with 
the reproaches levelled at him, he ſeems to have relolved 
to cut the Gordian knot with a (word. Alarmed at the 
contagion of liberty from Jrance, he determined to cut 
off all communication between the two nations, and 10 
keep them lepurated at the chance, or rather the certain— 
ty, from his own creation, of a general war in Karope. 

For this purpoſe the honed bas 5, regular zeal of fore 
ſoci-tics, inilituted for the reform of Varhament, furniili- 
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ed a ſesſonable but a contemptible pretext ; they had ſent 
congratulations to the Freneh government when it had 
ceaſed to be monarchical: in their correſpondencies through 
the country on the abuſes and corruptions of the Britiſh 
conſtitution, they had unfortunately mixed many ill-timed 
and extravagant encomiums upon the revolution of Fraace, 
whilſt its practice, for the time, had broke looſe from the 
principles which deſerved them; and, in their juſt indig- 
nation towards the confederacies then forming in Europe, 
they wrote many ſevere ſtrictures againſt their monarchi- 
cal eſtabliſhments, from which the mixed principles of our 
own government were not ſtrictly or aj: owe ſeparated, 
They wrote beſides, as an incitement to the reform of Par- 
liament, many bitter obſervations upon the defeQtive con- 
ſtitution, and the conſequent corruptions of the Houle of 
Commons; ſome of which, according to the juſt theory 
of the law, were unqueſtionably libels. 


Theſe irregularities and exceſſes were, for a cor.ſidera- | 


ble length of time, wholly overlooked by government. 
Mr. Paine's works had been extenſively and induſtriouſly 
circulated throughout England and Scotland; the correſ- 


pondencies, which above a year afterwards became the 


ſubject of the ſtate trials, had been printed in every newl- 
paper, and {old without queſtion or interruption in every 
ſhop in the kingdom; when a circumſtanee took place, 
not calculated, one would imagine, to have occalicned a- 
ny additional alarm to the country, but which (mixed 
with the effects on the public from Mr. Burke's firit cele- 
brated publication on the French Revolution, ſeems to 
have given riſe to the King's Proclamation, the fclt act 
of government regarding France and her affairs. 

A few gentlemen, not above fiſty in number, con- 
ſiſting principally of perſons of rank, talents, and cha- 
racter, formed themſelves into a ſociety, under the name 
of the Friends of the People. They had obſerved with 


concern, as the pro:eſied in the publiited motives ot their 


alſoctation, the groſsly uncqual repreſentation of the pro- 
ple in the Houſe of Commons ; its effects upon the mea- 
ſures of government; but above all, its apparent tenden- 
cy to lower the dignity of Parliament, and to deprive it 
of the opicion of the people, Their avowed object was, 
therefore, to bring the very cauſe, which Mr, Pitt had 
lo recently taken the lead in, tairly and refyect fully be- 
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fore the Houſe of Commons; in hopes, as they declared, 
to tranquiliſe the agitated part of the public, to reſtore 
affection and reſpect for the legiſlature, fo neceſſary to ſe- 
cure ſubmiſſion to its authority; and, by concentrating 
the views of all reformers to the preſervation of our inva- 
luable cenſtitution, to prevent that fermentation of poli- 
tical opinion, which the French revolution had undoubted- 
ly. given riſe. to, from taking a republican direction in 
Great Britain.“ Theſe were not only the profeſſed objects 
of this aſſociation, but the truth and good faith of them 
received afterwards the ſanction of judicial authority, when 
their proceedings were brought forward by government in 
the courſe of the ſtate trials, 

Nevertheleſs, on the very day that Mr. Grey, at the 
deſire of this ſmall ſociety, gave notice of his intended mo- 
tion in the Houſe of Commons, there was an inſlantaneous 
movement amongſt miniſters, as if a great national conſpira- 
cy had been diſcovered. No a& of government appeared 
to have been in agitation before that period, although the 
correſpondencies before alluded to, had, for months, been 
public and notorious, and there was ſcarcely an informa- 
tion, even for a libel, upon the file of the Court of King's 
Bench, Nevertheleſs, a council was almoſt immediately 
held, and his Majeſty was adviſed to iſſue his royal pro- 
clamation of the 21ft of May, 1792, to rouſe the vigi- 
lance and attention of the magiftrates throughout the king- 
dom to the vigorous diſcharge of their duties. 

If this had been the only object of the proclamation, 
and if it had been followed up by no other proceedings 
than the ſuppreſſion of libels, and a coercive reſpect for 
the authorities of Parliament, it would have been happy 
for England; unfortunately it ſeemed to have othæ ob- 
jects, which, if as a ſubje& of the country I have no right 
to condemn, I may at leaſt, with the freedom of hiſtory, 
be now allowed to lament. 

The proclamation had unqueſtionably for its object to 
ſpread the alarm againſt French principles; and, to do it 
effectually, all principles were conſidered as French by his 
Majeſty's miniſters which queſtioned the infallibility of 
their own government, or which looked towards the leaſt 


I declare, upon my honour, theſe were my reaſons for becom- 
ing a member of that ſociety, 
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change in the repreſentation of the people in Parliament. 
If it had iſſued, however, under the authority of the 
| Britiſh miniſtry only, it probably could not have produced 
its important and unfortunate effects. Rut the miniſter, 
before he adviſed the meaſure, had taken care to tecure 
the diſunion of the Whig party, which had hitherto firm- | 
| ly and uniformly oppoſed both the principles and practice | 
© of his adminiſtration. To this body I gloried to belong, | 
| as I till do to clingeven to the weather-beaten pieces of the 
wreck which remains of it. Neither am I athamed of the 
; appellation of party, when the phraſe 1s properly under- 
L tood; for without parties, cemented by the union of ſound 
principles, evil men and evil principles cannot be ſucceſs- 
| fully reſiſted. 1 flatter myſelf that the people of England 
F will not haſtily believe, that I have ever been actuated in 
| my public conduct by intereſt or ambition. 
1 The Whig party, as it has been called, was inſigniſi- 
cant indeed from its numbers, and weak from the formi- 
| dable influence of the crown in the hands of its adverſa- 
ries; but formidable, nevertheleſs, from illuſtrious rank, 
| great property, and iplndid talents; ſtill more from an 
opinion of public integrity, which formed a ſtrong hold 
upon the minds of the country. I look back with the 
moſt heart - felt and diſpiriting ſorrow to the diviſion of this 
. little phalanx, whoſe union upon the principles which firſt 
bound them together might, in ſpite of difference of o- 
pinion in matters concerning which good men may fairly 
differ, have preſerved the peace of the world, re-animated 
the forms of our own conftitution, and averted calamities, 
the end of which I tremble to think of. Reflecting, how- 
ever, as I do, upon the frailties of human nature, advert- 
ing to the deceptions which may be practiſed upon it, and 
which men, by inſenfible degrees, unconciouſty practiſe 
upon themſelves; compelled by candour to keep in view 
the unexampled criſis of the French revolution, the horrors 
which disfigured it, the alarms inſeparable from it, but, 
above all, the dexterous artifices which it furniſhed to in- 
flame and to miſlead ; I wiſhto draw a veil over the ſages 
which divided ſtateſmen and friends, at they very moment 
of all others when they ought to have drawn cloſer to- 
gether, and when their union might have preſerved their 
country, I ſhall, therefore, content myſelf with oblery- 
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iog, that before the King's Proclamation was illued, the 
ſupport of the Duke of Portland bad not only probably 
been ſecured to it, but the aſſent of ſome of the moſt dif- 
tinguiſhed perſons in the oppoſition had been well under- 
flood to the whole of that ſyſtem of meaſures which ended 
in the war with France. 

The proclamation, thus ſupported, was planted as the 
only genuine banner of loyalty throughout the kingdom; 
voluntary bodies, to ſtrengthen the executive power by 
maintaining proſecutions, were every where inſtituted, 
Society was rent aſunder, and the harmony and freedom 
of Engliſh manners were, for a ſesſon totally deſtroyed. 

It was at this period that the ſceds of war were ſown, 
which ever ſince we have been unfortunately reaping. No- 
thing is more diſtant from my temper, or my purpoſe, than 
to faſten the charge either of corruption or folly upon all 
who were ſeized with this alarm, or who even contribut— 
ed to its propagation, Many worthy and intelligent per- 
ſons, ſupecior to common weakneſſes, and aloof from all 
meannels, were undoubtedly hurried away by its influence. 
It is far more pleaſant to me to hope, that many of thoſe 
who were active in ſpreading the deluſion were themſelves 
deluded, than to ſcatter imputation upon thouſands who 
may be wiſer and better than myſelf. The public, in a 
cooler hour, will be prepared to make the proper diſtinc- 
tions, and to ſeparate the innocent from the guilty. But 
the effects were not the leſs miſchievous, whetever might 
have been the motives; and the deluſion, however it may 
be yet diſguiſed by the cauſes which produced it, will ap- 
pear in the future hiftory of England as a blot in the an- 
nals of an enlightened age and of a free country. 

The ſpirit which became prevalent about this time, 


which bore down every thing before it, and prepared the 


nation for war, was an abſolute horror of every thing con- 
nected with France, and even for liberty itſelf, becauſe 
France avowed to be contending for it. Tt confounded 
the caſual intemperance of an enlarged and warm zeal for 
the freedom and happineſs of mankind with a tendency to 
univerſal anarchy, and to a refiſtance of all governments: 
it conſidered an irritable ſenſe of the evils attending the 
Chriſtian ſuperſtitions, and a complacency under their ra- 
pid declenſion, as a decided apoſtacy from the church, and 
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as the lure teſt of irreligion, and even of atheiſm itſelf, It 
ſet down as a declared enemy to monarchy, however.ex- 
ilting by conſent, and poized, like our own, by the bal- 
ances of a popular contflitution, every man who did not 
throw up his cap when combined defpotiſm was trampling 
upon the eſtablichments, and caſting lots for the territories 
of free men, or who dared to exult and triumph when a 
murderous manifeſto was thruſt down the throats of the 
tyrants who uttered it, and when a great people, deter- 
mined to be free, ſucceeded in repelling the lawlels in- 
vaders of their country. 

Theſe were the feelings which miaifters at this period 
imputed to large claſſes of the people of Great Britain, 
and of our ſiſter kingdom. 

The imputation was made with truth: the inference 
only was fallacious and wicked. If the well-founded im- 
putation of theſe ſenſations, and the habits of publicly ex- 
preſling them, be political guilt, I for one plead guilty ; 
and | thank God, above all his other bleſſings, that he 
has indelioly impreſſed them upon my underſtanding and 
my heart, But let us examine what were tne public fruit 
of theſe dangerous emotions, which rendered it neceſſary 
to convert the nation, as it were, into a large priſon, by 
reſtrictive laws, by internal military ſtations, and by the 
ſeparations of external war. 

Conſiderable bodies of the people were defirous of ſtir— 
ring the queſtion of reform at a time when Mr. Pitt had 
laid it down, and the followers of the Duke of Richmond 
(then a cabinet miniſter of the King“ were not only the 
moit numerous, but were ditinguiſhed by the lengths to 
which they ſeemed to puch their views upon the ſubject; 
views which | admit to have been very ite ſhort of thoſe 
which the Duke himſelf had avowed and ated upon a few 
years before. 

Whilſt it continues to be the office of courts of juſtice 
to decide upon evidence, | ſhall maintain this to have been 
the extent of the defigns which at the date of the procla- 
mation, or which at any time afterwards, prevatled in this 
country. Not a man had been then convicted, nor has 
now, whilft I am writing, for any treaſon again the late, 
though the laws have been new caſt and manuſaQuured to 
reach caſes which the venerable inſtitutions of our fore- 
fathers did not touch; and no conſpiracy againſt the go- 
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vernment had then, or has to this hour, been detected. 
Libels, indeed, both then and ſince, as at all other periods, 
were vndovubtedly written by miſchievous, turbulent, and 
miſguided individuals. But the community at large Was 
ſound, and the object which gave the real offence was vir- 
tnous and laudable. It was to reform the repreſentation 
of the Houle of Commons, | by the ways of the conſtitution, 
by an endeavour to collect the public fentiment, and to 
produce it before parliament. 'I bree Englith juries de- 
termined this to have been the object, and the crown ne- 
ver invited a fourth to contradi® them. The obje&t, there- 
fore, was virtuous and laudahle; and if the contlity tron 
is to be preſerved,: the renewed purſuit will alone preſerve 
it; and it might then have been ſee ured without a iruggle, 
without a war + France, and without fear of her revolu- 
tion—if thoſe who have the deepeſt intereſt in the Rate had 
not been a wo of Eng/i/b liberty. 

I never ſhall be the defender of popular exct ſſes, nor of 
commetions which can endanger the peace of my country; 
God forbid that I mould: but 1 know they never ca: ariſe, 
if men, who Han on the vantage ground in ſociety, will 
only beh are Wilt common honettv and common lenfe. It 
is not yet too late for the higher orders of this country to 
conſider well this ſubject. Let me implore them, whale 
yet practicable, to give a ſaſe direQton to a ſpirit which 
neither Laws nor Wars will repreſs. 

This ſpirit is at preſent high in Ircland, and theaegent- 
zeal of that brave and virtuous people has completely de- 
tecied the falle and pernicious calumnics upon beth coun- 
tries. It has demonirated that a deſire to re{orm abuſcs 
in the government is not at all connected with diſtoyalty 
to its elabliſhment, and that the re{loration of a free con- 
flitution by the wiſdom and ſpirit of a nation bas vo alli— 
ance with, but, on the contrary, is utteriv aborrent to a 
ſubmiſſion to foreign force. 

The late attempt upon Ireland ought nevertheleſs to 
make the deepctt impreſilon upon the government of Eng - 
land, The very ſenſation occaſioncd by it, and our cen— 
gratulations upon the ſupport of the clenients, is in itfe!f 
a conderaniation of the meaſures purſucd in that country, 

If Ireland were conducted as the ought to be, what de- 
pendance, in God's name, could we have to place upon 
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the winds? Could a protective government of three mi]- 
hons of men, happy under the enjoyment of our free con- 
fitution, have occaſion to look to a weather glaſs for its 
ſaſety againſt twenty thouſand men? or could any thing 
but a hope of diſunion, held out to an enemy by the ef- 
fects of a narrow policy, have ſuggeſted ſo weak aud fee- 
ble an expedition ? 

This is a hope that will remain unextingnithed in France, 
and which may be expected to produce future and more 
dangerous expeditions, unlels ſatisfaction be given to the 
feelings of that country. It is a dangerous mode of rec- 
koning, that becauſe the people have not manifeſted their 
diſcontent by inviting an enemy. they are therefore to be 
conſidered as contented ; or, that their withes may be the 
more ſafely neglected. It is juſtly obferved by Locke, 
that nations, initcad of being prone to reſiſt their govern- 
ments without cauſe, require long continued neglect and 
provogation to rouſe them even to a reaſunable ard jutli- 
fiable reſiſtance. But he follows this obſervation by re- 
minding the rulers of ſtates and kingdoms, that this diſ- 
poſition leaves thera neither juflification nor protection 
when their authorities are ſubverted; and that the d:gree 
of diſguſt, which will at laſt ſurely overturn them, is not 
matter of ſaſe or rational calcu':ten : that the progteſs of 
diſaffection is inſenſible and inviſible, and that it is fre- 
quently hurried on to the fatal coculuſion by accidents nei- 
ther to be foreſeen nor reſiſted. 

Theſe reſlections ought to ſuggeſt the propriety of ſe- 
curing this moſt valuable part of the empire from the poſ- 
fble danger of a better concerted attack. This ought to 
he done, not merely by more watchful operations (as I 
have purpoſely hunned all conideration of the details of 
departments), but by ſetting the watch in the intercils and 
aGections of the Irith people. 

Nothing can accompliih this but the abſolute renuncia— 
tion of that jealous aud reſtrictive ſyflem of government, 
which characteriſes the preſent alminiitration every where, 
but more than any where in that kingdom. To rule with 
ſecurity over that people, or over auy other, in the pre- 
ſent condition of the world, they muſt be ſet at their 
eale, and made happy by every indulgence within the 
compaſs of their government. To make the intereſt of 
ſapportivg any civil eſtabliſicaent univerſal, the privileges 
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it confers muſt be made univerſal sIſo. To iuſpire the 
multitude with indignation at a forcign enemy, they mul: 
be made to feel practically the privileges which his inva- 
ſion ſtrikes at, and the ſocial bleſſings it would deſtroy. 
It is (aid, that when peace arrives it may be prudent 
to conſider thele great objects. But without jnltant con- 
ſideration of them, peace may never arrive at all. If I 
had the princely dominion of Ireland, and were lord of all 
her foil, | would chooſe that moment for reforming her 
parliament, and for complete emancipation, when the e- 
nemy was plying upon her coafls: not as acts of ſudden 


fear, but of ſound wiſdom and critical juſtice. To with- 


hold from great bodies of a people the freeſt and fulleſt 
communications of all the privileges of their government 
when its exiltence is externally threatened, is to bandage 
up the right arm when an enemy is approaching, and, by 
robbing it of its circulation, to deprive it of'its flrength. 

But the Iriſh people flocked with loyzlty to the ftand- 


ard of their country. For that very reaſon it ſhould be 


crowned with the garland of conliitutional freedom. Let 
the preſent moment be ſeized of making reformation u 
{pontancous act of liberal and enlightened policy, infiead 
of being hereafter an act of cautious prudence, which may 
deſtroy its grace and effect. Let all the conceſſions of 
government in both countries be the conceſſions of witdom 
and beneficence ; and not, as was happily expreſſed by a 
great writer, like the reliituticn of ſtolen goods. Let 
the, people of both ccuntries receive the gfeateſt degree 
of freedom which the true ſpirit of our conſtitution is ca- 
pable of diſpenſing, and we may then ſmile at all inva- 
lions, whatever reach of coaſt our cacmies may poſſeſs. 
Under ſuch a ſyſtem, inftead cf riots and murmerings, by 
coercive acts of parliament, every man would be a volun- 
teer with a courage which no mutiny bill can inſpire, and 
every houſe and cottage in Great Britain and Ireland 
would be a barrack for the ſoldiers of their country. 
Theſe are unfortunately not abſtract and ſpeculative re- 
ſlections: they would have been fo formerly : but they 
are now taught by the awful times we live in. It is the 
uſe of hiſtory and obſervation to be a guide for the future. 
It was a reftriftive ſyſtem of government in Holland 
and the Netherlands, and the conſequent diviſlous amongſt 
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their iuhabitante, that bas ſuddenly altered the face of Eu- 
rope by their ſubjugation, and it is the difference between 


4 the nohle and independant pride of a free government and ; 
Fl the vaſſalage of arbitrary power, that is wrefling at this f 
1 moment from the hands of the Emperor the ſceptre of his | 


4 Italian ſtates. 
The French ſyſtem of ſraternization, the effect of which 
we have ſeen with ſo much horror, could have had no o- 
Ta ther foundation. If the free governments which they ſub- 
[/ | verted had not fallen off from the ends of their inltitu- 
4) tions, their ſubverſions would have been; impratticable, 
4 and the memorable decree of the 1yth of November 
would have been the deriſion, inttead of the terror of 
Europe. : 

Jam ſorry indeed to remark, that this decree, and the 
ſyſtem of which it was a part, exiſted only upon paper, 
11 and in the inflammatory ſpeeches of enthuſiaſtic men, un- 
x til confederated Europe began the actual and forcible fra- | 
'Þ ternization of the monarchical part of France. When 
. that nation had effected an internal revolution, no matter ; 
% upon what principle or with what crimes, it ſhould have 
$ occurred to her invaders, who could not have looked to 
ſulgugation but by the diviſions of civil fury, that they 
were themſelves practically purſuing that very ſpecies of 
hoſtility, the theory only of which had been an object of 
their execration, and the foundation of their confederacy. 
The ſame reflection ought to have deterred Great Britain 
from the mercileſs and impolitic expedition to Quiberon. 
The government of France had then aſſumed a regular 
form, and was in the exerciſe of a regular legalized au- 
thority. The devoted handful of unhappy fugitives from 
their country could do nothing by the ſword, The ex- 
pedition, therefore, was to rekindle the torch of diſcord 
amidſt twenty-five millions of mey beginning to eſcape 
from its former fury, and ſettled under an eſtabliſhed go- 
| vernment. Our invaſion was to work by confuſion againſt 

eſtabliſhed authority; to ſtir up all the elements of miſe- | 

ry and miſchief amongſt the innocent pirt of the commu- 

nity, incapable of underſtanding the cauſe for which they 

fought, and without even the hope on our part of protec- 

ting them from the fury of the government againſt which 
they rebelled, 

What was this proceeding but the very ſyſtem we had 
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imputed to France, and proclaimed with horror to the 
univerſe-? 

I hope, indeed, all civilized nations will hereafter con- 
cur in |tigmatifing this horrille and barbarous ſyſtem ot 
hoſtilities : a firanger even to that heroiſm which has un- 
fortunately converted the crimes of conqueſt into the moſt 
faſcinating triumphs of mankind. It is a ſyſtem which 
is directed againſt the firit principle of ſocial honour and 
happineſs. It beats up for every bad, degrading, and 
dangerous paſſion of the human mind. It does not raile 
the open, manly ſtandard of nation againſt nation, but in 
the cowardice. of warfare, which diffolves its only inchant- 
ment, divides à nation againſt itſell. It makes up an ar- 
my of public crime and private diſcontent, of honeſt error 


and falfe opinion, of deſperate vice and virtuous poverty 


driven to deſperation. It ſets the free victims of the laws 
to impriſon and euſlave the ſtate; brings into the field a- 
gainſt one another men whom the ſame land and the ſame 
fathers have bred, and which, inſtead of {ſettling this hor- 
rible conflict by the cannon and the ſword, the {hortelt 
cure for the miſeries it has engendered, and extending no 
further than to the actual combatants, ſpreads wide the 
deſolation by the flower weapons of jealouſy and diſtruſt, 
of terror and vengeance; ſcowers the land with diſeaſe 
and famine, and by the deſtruction of public credit, pub— 
lic confidence, and public opinion, deſtroys for the pre— 
ſent, and puts to the die of chance hereafter the exiſtence 
and even the name of a country.” 

When mv ſubject is attended to, I have no apology to 
make for this digreſſion. Indeed it can hardly be called 
one; becaule the facts which gave riſe to it ftand in their 
proper places as connected with the origin of the war a- 
gainſt France, and becauſe the reflections from them. are 
not ſpontaneous, being dictated by public duty to the hil- 
torian of ſuch events. | 

The exceſſes which unfortunately diltiaguiſhed the 
French revolution, ſoon after the proclamation, further 
favoured the ſyſtem of antipathy againſt France, and the 
death of her unhappy monarch yet further ripened the 
plans of government already in agitation. 

Before this memorable æra there was a viſible diſpoſi- 
tion in miniſters to a rupture with France, but the ſcnle 
of her ſituation inſpired the French councils with a pru- 
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dence which diſzppointed it. Wiiniſters had notoriouſſy 
connived at, if not aſüſted in fomenting the conlpiracy 
then forming throughout Europe; they had covertly li- 
belled France in the proclamation which M. Chauvelin, 
by order from his court, had only mildly complained of ; 
they had-withdrawn Lord Gower from Paris; they had 
ſet on foot a correſpondence between the fecretary of ſlate 
and her miniſter here in the moſt in:perious language, and 
upon complaints which ſhe either diſavowed, or to the re- 
moval of which ſhe ſcemed to ſubmit. 

All theſe provocations were reſiſted by France, and the 
conceſſions which the made before and after our refuſal to 
acknowledge her ambaſfador would ſcarcely be believed, 
if it did not remain on record in the correſpondence as it 
was laid before the Houſe of Commons by miniſters them- 
ſclves, to vindieate their conduct in diſmiſſing M. Chau- 
velin, and to juilify the war which it produced. 

This correſpondence is ſcarcely known to, or recollec- 
ted by, the Engliſh public. Its authenticity is unquel- 
tionable, and the examination of it will place the authors 
of the war in their proper colours. 

The miſſion of M. Chauvelin, as ambaſſador from the 
King of the French, commenced in the ſpring of 1792; 
and his firſt note, as appears by the correſpondence with 
Lord Grenville, bears date the 12th of May in that vear. 
It had for its object to explain to the court of Great Bri- 
tain (as will appear by reference to it) the reaſons which 
had determined France to a var with the Emperor, 

It lated, in the name of tle French King, that a great 
conſpiracy had been formed in Europe againſt France to 
deliroy her new conſtitution, which he had ſworn ts 
maintain, maſking for a ſeaſon the preparztions of its de- 
ſigns by an inſulting pity for his perſon and a zeal for his 
authority. . 

It ſet forth the remonſtrances which he (the French 
King) had made upon the ſubject of this coalition, ſirſt to 
the Emperor Leopold, and afterwards to Francis, who 
ſucceeded him. He informed Great Britain, that it had 
at laſt been avowed, aud a declaration made, that it ſhould 
not ceaſe © until France ſhould remove the ſerious cauſes 
which had given riſe to it.” The note added, that 
this declaration had been accompanied with the aſſem— 
bling of troops upon all the frontiers of France, evidently 
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for the purpoſe of conſtraining her inhabitants to alter the 
form of the government they had choſen. | 

Having thus flated the cauſes of the war with the Em- 
peror, the French King appealed to the Britith -govern- 
ment for the juilice of his cauſe z and, to remove all jea- 
louſies reſpeQing this country which had been induttri- 
ouſly circulated, Monſieur Chauvelin, in his name, and 
by his authority, further declared,“ that whatever might 
be the fate of arms in that war, France rejeQed all ideas 
of aggrandiſement; that ſhe would preſerve her liberty, 
her conſtitution, her unalienable right of reforming her- 
ſelf whenever ſhe might think proper; that ſhe never 
would allow other powers to nouriſh a hope of didtating 
laws to her. But that very pride, ſo natural and ſo juſt, 
was a fure pledge to all the powers from whom ſhe ſhould 
receive no provocation, not only of her conſlant pacific 
diſpoſition, but alſo of the reſpe&t which France would 
ſhew at all times for the laws, the cuſtoms, and the forms 
of governments, of different nations.” 

As at this time much had been ſaid of attempts made 
by France to produce diſturbances in this country, the 
note further declared, © that the French King defired to 
have it Enown, that he would publicly and ſeverely dil- 
avow all agents at foreign courts in peace with France, 
who ſhould dare to depart an inſtant from that reſpect, ei- 
ther by fomenting or javouring ivſurreion againſt the e- 
ſtabliſhed order, or by interfering in any manner whatever 
in the interior policy of ſach ſtates, under pretence of a 
proſelytiſm, which, exerciſed in the dominions of friendly 
powers, would be a real violation of the law of nations.“ 

This note was dated, as I have obſerved, on the 12th 
of May, 1792. No anſwer wis given to it, until the 
24th af the ſame month, when Lord Grenville, paſling 
bv the cauſes of the war with the Emperor, declared, 
„that Great Britain, faithful to her engagements, would 
pay the ſtricteſt attention to preſerve that good under- 
landing which fo happily ſubſiſted between his Majeſty 
and the Molt Chriſtian King.” But notwithſtanding this 
declaration, the royal proclametion had iſfued only three 
days before, and in the very interval between M. Chau- 
velin's note and this anſwer to it, 

The proclametion, it is true, tock no direct notice of 
France; and being an act of national police, France had, 
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in firiAneſs, no rigbt to complain of it. Yet the period 
of its iſſuing being fo critical, M. Chauvelin repeated to 
Lord Grenviile, the day afterwards, the aſſurances he 
had made on the 12th of May preceding; and in another 
letter, received by Lord Grenville in June, exprefled 
liimfclf as follows : 

If certain individuals of this country have eftabliſhed 
a correſpondence abroad, tending to excite troubles there- 
in, and if, as the proclametion ſcems to infinuate, certain 
Frenchmen have come into their views, that is a proceed - 
ing wholly forcign to the French nation, to the legiſlative 
body, to the King, and eto his miniſters; it is x procecd- 
ing of which they are entitely ignorant, which wilitates 
againſt every principle of jullice, and which, whenever 1t 
became known, would be univerſally condemned in France, 
Independently of thoſe principles of juttice, from which a 
free people ought never to deviate, is it rt evident, trom 
a due confideration of the true intereſts of the French ug. 
tion, that the ought to deßire the interior tranguiliity, the 
continuance and the force of the conſtitution of a country 
which ſhe already looks upon as her natural ally ? Is not 
this the only reaſonable wiſh which a people can fo:m 
who fees ſo many efforts united agaiuft its liberty: 

* The miniſter plenipotentiary, deeply ſenſihle of theſe 
truths, and of the mexims of univerſal morality upon 
which they are founded, had already repreſented them in 
an official note, which he traniraitted to the Britiſh mi— 
niſtry the 15th 'of this month, Ly the expieſs orders of 
his court: and he thinks it his duty to repeat, on the 
preſent occaſion, the important declarations which i con- 
tains,” 

In the month of July, when the vat confederacy be- 
gun in Europe was more viſibly extending itfelf againſt 
France, M. Chauvelin, in the name of the French King, 
carneſtly applied for the mediation of Great Britain upon 
the ſubject. After ſtating the public proceedings of the 
different nations, the note concluded as follows : 

Ihe fleps taken by the cabinet of Vienna amongſt the 
different powers, and principally amongſt the allies of his 
Britanvic Majeſty, in order to engage them in a quarrel 
which is foreign to them, are known to all Europe, If 
public report even were to be credited, its ſucceſſes at the 
court of Berlin prepare the way fer others in the United 
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Provinces ; the threats held out to the different members 
of the Germanic body to make them deviate from that 
wiſe neutrality which their political fituation, and their 
deareſt intereſts, preſcribe to them; the arrangements ta- 
ken with di{f-rent ſovereigns of Italy, to determine them 
to act hoſtilely againſt France; and, laſtly, the intrigues 
by which Rutha has juſt been induced to arm againſt the 
conſtitution of Poland; every thing points out freſh marks 
of a valt conſpiracy againſt free ſtates, which ſeems to 
threaten to precipitate Europe in univerſal war. 

© The conſequences of fuch a conſpiracy, formed by 
the concurrence of powers who have been ſo long rivals, 
will be eaſily felt by his Britannic Majeſty : the balance of 
Europe, the independence of the different powers, the 
general peace, every. conſideration which at all times has 
fixed the attention of the Englith government, is at once 
expoſed and threatened. 

+ The King of the Bree! nreſents theſe ſerious and 
important conſiderations to the ſolicitude and to the friend- 
(hip of his Britannic Maj-itv. Strongly penetrated with 
the marks of intereſt and of aſfection which he has received 
from him; he invites him to ſeek, in his wiſdom, in his 
ſituation, and in his influence, means compatible with the 
independence of the French nation, to ſtop, bild it is 
ſtill time, the progreſs of that confederacy, which equally 
threatens the peace, the liberty, the happineſs of Europe, 
and, above all, to diſſuade from all aceefſion to this pro- 
ject thoſe of his allies whom it may be wiſhed to draw in- 
to it, or who may have been already drawn into it from 
fear, ſeduQion, and different pretexts of the falſeſi as well 
as of the moſt odious policy.” 

This application was anſwered by Lord Grenville on 
the 8th of July, in which, after repeating former aſſuran- 
ces of friendihip towards France, and of a diſyoftion to 
maintain tae happy harmony which ſubſiſted between the 
two empires, the propoſed mediation was refuſed in the 
following words : 

„His Majeſty will never refuſe to concur in the pre- 
{ſervation or re-eſtabliſhment of peace between the other 
powers of Europe, by ſuch means as are proper to pro- 
duce that effect, and are compatible with his dignity, and 
with the principles which govern his conduct. But the 
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fame ſentiments which have determined him not to take 
a part in the internal affairs of France, ought equally to 
induce him to reſpect the rights and the independence of 
other ſovereigns, and eſpecially thoſe of the aHies; and 
his Majeſty has thought that, in the exiſting circumſtan- 
ces of the war now begun, the intervention of his coun- 
cils, or of his good offices, cannot be of uſe, unleſs they 
ſhould be deſired by all the parties intereſted.” 

The ſame determination, not to interfere with the in- 
ternal affairs of France, was repeated only a few days be- 
fore M. Chauvelin was ordered to quit the kingdom, un- 
der the circumſtances of direct interference which will 
preſently appear to have attended his diſmiſſion: and the 
refuſal to mediate with the Emperor for the reſtoration 
of peace was given but a ſhort time before we involved 
Holland in the horrors of war, without being deſired to 
intermiddle in her affairs. 

This proceeding, which terminated all hopes of tran- 
quillity in Europe, furniſhes the true cypher to explain 
every ſucceeding act of his Majeſty's preſent councils, We 
ſhall find them uniformly and ſcrupulouſly obſervant of 
the moſt novel punctilios, which could furniſh the ſmalleſt 
pretence for repelling peace, but overleaping every rule 
hitherto adopted by regular governments in ſeeking a juſ- 
tification for war. 

Soon after this, the unhappy King of France was brought 
from Verſailles, and deprived of the functions of govern- 
ment, and Lord Gower was recalled from Paris; and M. 
Chauvelin was ſtill continued by France at the court of 
London, although he was no longer acknowledged as her 
ambaſſador : a pretty ſtrong proof that ſhe was not then 
defirous of ſeeking a cauſe of quarrel. 

Though M. Chauvelin was now in a manner a private 
man, yet the correſpondence nevertheleſs continued with 
the ſecretary of fate; and it appears, by referring to it, 
that the. charges made by this country to ths conduct of 
France were principally theſe : 

A meditated attack upon Holland, and at all events a 
violation of her rights, notwithflanding her neutrality, by 
the proceedings of the Convention reſpecting the Scheldt, 
and the opening a paſſage though it to attack the citadel 
ef Antwerp; the French invaſion and poſſeſſion of the Ne- 
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theriands, and the encouragement given to revolt in other 
countries, not only by emiſſaries in this country, but by 
the decree of the 19th of November, which contained a 
formal declaration to extend univerſally the new princi- 
ples of government adopted in France, and to encourage 
revolt in all countries, even in thoſe which were neutral. 

M. Chauvelin had explained himſelf upon theſe ſubje&ts 
in the early part of the correſpondence : but as his formal 
charaQer of ambaſſador was then confidered to be vacated, 
I] purpoſely paſs them over, becauſe they were afterwards 
formally repeated, and nearly in the ſame words, when 
M. Chauvelin, in January 1793, preſented his letters of 
credence from the executive council of France, the ac- 
ceptance of which were formally refuſed by Lord Gren- 
ville. 

In this note the executive council again in terms de- 


dclared, “ that France would reſpect the ſafety of all na- 


tions whilſt they preſerved their neutrality; that ſhe had 
before renounced, and again renounced, every conqueſt ; 
and that her occupation of the Low Countries thould only 
continue during the war, and the time which might be 
neceſſary for the Belgians to conſolidate their liberties ; 
after which let them be happy, France would find her re- 
compence in their felicity.” 

With regard to the Scheldt, ſhe conſidered that as a 
matter between England and Belgium, as independent 
nations, upon the principle of her | HE declaration re- 


garding that country, exprefſing herſelf thus: 


* The executive council declares, not with a view of 
yielding to ſome expreſſions of threatening language, but 
folely to render homage to truth, that the French repub— 
lic does not intend to erect itſelf into an univerſal arbitra- 
tor of the treatics which bind nations. She will know 
how to reſpe& other governments, as the will take care 
to make her own reſpected. She does not wiſh to impoſe 
laws upon any one, and will not ſuffer any one to impoſe 
laws upon her. She has renounced, and again renounces 


every conqueſt; and her occupation of the Low Countries 


ſhall only continue during the war, and the time which 
may be neceſſary to the Belgians to inſure and conſolidate 
their liberty; after which let them be independent and 


happy, France will find her recompence in their felicity,” 
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© When that nation ſhall be found in the full enjoyment 
ot liberty, when its general will can lawfully declare it— 
ſelf without ſhackles, then if England and Holland ſtill 
attach ſume importance to the opening of the Scheldt, 
they may put the affair into a direct negociation with Bel- 
gia. If the Belgians, by any motive whatever, conſent 
ta deprive themſelves of the navigation of the Scheldt, 
France will not oppole it; the will know how to reſpect 
their independence, even in their errors,”? 

The charge of encouraging {edition againft governments 
ſhe again repelled with indignation in the language of her 
former declarations on the ſubject, and difavowed | the con- 
ſtruction put upon the decree of the 19th of November, 
qualifying and explaining it as follows: 

© We have ſaid, and we deſire to repeat it, that the 
decree of the 10th of November could not have any ap- 
plication, unleſs to the ſingle cafe in which the general 
will of the gation, clearly and unequivocally exprelled, 
ſhould call the French nation to its aſſiſtauce and trater- 
nity. Sedition cancertainly never be conſtrued into the ge- 
neral will, Thele twoiders mutually repel each other, ſince 
a {edition is not, and cannot be any other than the move- 
ment of a Call number against the nation at large; and 
this movement would ceaſe to be ſeditious, provided all 
the members of a ſociety ſhould at once riſe, either to 
correct their government, or to change its form in toto, 
or for any other objec, 

* The Dutch were aſſuredly not ſeditious, when they 
formed the generous reſolution of making off the yoke of 
Spain; and when the general will of that nation called 
for the aſhitance of France, it was not reputed a crime 
in Henry the To: 


ourth, or in Elizabeth of England, to 
have liſtencd to them. The knowledge of the general 
will is the only baſis of the tranſactions of nations with 
each other; and we can only treat with any government 
whatever on this principle, that ſuch a government is 
deemed the organ of the general will of the nation go- 
verned. 

6 Thus, when by this natural interpretation the decree 
of the 19th of November is reduced to what it truly im- 
plies, It will be found that it announces nothing more than 
au act of tne general will, and that beyond any doubt, + 
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and ſo efſectually founded in right, that it was ſcarcely 
worth the trouble to expreſs it. On this account, the 
executive council thinks that the evidence of this right 
might, perhaps, have been Giipenſed with by the Nation— 
al Covention, and did not deſerve to he made the object 
of a particular decree, But with the interpretation which 
precedes it, it cannot give unculineſs to any nation what 
ever,” 

Having adverted to all the material parts of the cor- 
reſpondence, I defire very diſtinctly to be underllood, 
that I am not undertaking the Juſt fication of the conduct 
of France, at this period, though I ſhall ever think her 
© more ſinned againſt than finning.” With regard to this 
decree of the 1gth of November, no conliderate perſon 
can juflify it: becauſe there js a great dicierence between 
one nation giving par {tcular ailiſtanse to another which is 
opprefled by its government, as King William did to 
England, and a genera p proſpective declaration ſuch as is 
contained in the decree of the igih of November, and 
which became more hojlile to the peace of oth e er nations, 
as being iſſued upon the eve of a greet revolution hich 
naturally affected the temper and feelings of mankind. Nei- 
ther do I ſeek to maintain that 25 land ſhould have re- 
ed ſecute from the explanation of the other points in dif- 
ference, as they are explained in th.s correſpondente, 
much lefs that ihe ſhould have relied upon the Gucerity of 
them, or the durability of French councils, to give fin- 
cerity its efſet, Theſe are matters of fair political con- 
troverly, which I purpo'ely avoid; but I hazard the al- 
ſertion, that common policy and common tenſe ablolntely 
enjoined that they hauld either have been made the in- 
itant foundations Gf war, as aggreilions which admitted no 
ſettlement, or the fa bject of negatiation pon tems cön— 
ſiltent with dignity end ſa ety. 

Bit. unfortunately, neither of theſe courſes were ur- 
ſued. We neither made war lach 


upon thete ngetesons, 
night have | 
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ed to a termination oi upon thy removal, 
nor would we content to put their removal into a ity, An OL 
amiciblc neputiation. 

Ihe lette ra of ercfence (ent by the republic were re- 
fuſed, nat Lecuuſe of theſe enumerate} agoreffions, or of 
but becaulc {he *+i5 a republic; and in a lew 
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days afterwards, Monſieur Chauvelin, who preſented 
them, was alſo diſmiſſed from the kingdom; not becauſe 
the anſwers of his government were declared unſatisfacto- 
ry on the points objected to, but becauſe the French mo- 
narchy had been finally terminated by the deſtruction of 
their King. On that account folely Monſieur Chauvelin 
was directed, on the 24th of January, 1793, to quit this. 
kingdom; the King having declared by the ſecretary of 
ſtate, © That after ſuch an event, his Majeſty could no 
longer permit his reſidence here.” And the communica- 
tion of that order to the Parliament on the 28th of Ja- 
nuary following, expreſsly ſtated his diſmiſſion to be“ on 
account of the late atrocious act perpetrated at Paris.“ 

Before this period, France was, undoubtedly, ſolici— 
tous for peace. She had done none of tlie ads complain- 
ed of in the correſpondence, until her independence had 
heen threatened by a hoſtile confederacy. She had pray- 
ed the mediation of Great Britain to diſſolve that confe- 
deracy, and to avert its conſequences. She had diſavow- 
ed conqueſt and aggrandizement; and the only ſteps ſhe 
had taken inconſiſtent with that declaration, were inva- 
ſions of the territories of princes, confederating or confe- 
derated againſt her. She offered to reſpect the neutrality 
of Holland, and ſolemnly diſavowed every act or intention 
ro diſturb the government of Great Britain. 

This poſture of things, which, if not wholly ſatisfacto- 
ry, was certainly a poſture for amicable and commandin 
{ettlement, the Britith government thus diiturbed by an 
act which may be termed an interference with the inter- 
nal government of France; accompanied beſides with 
what cannot well be denicd to be an inſult by thoſe who 
maintain thar Lord Malmeſbury was inſulted. Monſieur 
Chauvelin was diſmiſſed from this kingdom, not as Loid 
Malmeſbury was from France, becauic his terms of nego- 
tiation were inadmiſſible; but becauſe no intercourſe up- 
6x any termr could be admitted to a nation which with 
cruelty or injuſtice had put her king to death. I am not 
juſtifying or extenuating the regicade—but what had this 
nation, as a nation, to do with it? Would 2ny one of 
thoſe who, in conſidering it as a murder to be avenged 
by England, have been acceſlary to the deaths of above 
million of innocent unoffending men, and to the miſery 
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l e, venture now to conſider it as 
1 ale of Prong if all the crowned heads in Eu- 
rs ere to be cut off by their lubjeqs? 1 believe _ 
1088 ſuch a cauſe of war has been ſince N 
but by what ſtages, upon what principles, and with wha 
conſequences, I thall reg eee. 1 
In this ſtate of things the king met. t wy ee e 
the 12th of December, 1792: when eee 3 
iliatory declarations detailed in the preceding : 
ſn N (to the whole of which parliament was flill an 
— 5 er),“ his Majeſty was adviſed by his mini— 
9 W the ſame three dire&t charges agaiuſt he non 
which had been rv Een " I go eng re 1. 
[ heſe complaints, ting 
ee Het bad been eG to them to the 1 
ration of parliament, they called upon the — _ 
able them to augment our forces, and * m3 3 
dreſs to the throne, but ſtill more in Nay e _ ROS 
led to it, a language of reproach 2 alt ar * = 
ampled in the proceeding of any public co 
overnment of an independent nation. RS gets 
: To ſave the country e ee eee eee 
I hrenzy of alarm, which every 
Rog re ſtrained = Ons wy. e 2 
en the 
7 the King's anſwer to the ad- 
Ireſs of the Houſe, and whilſt M. eee yot 5 
England propoſed, © That an humole addre + * Jang 
preſented to his Majeſty, praying that — * —— — 
ſed to appoint a miniſter to be ſent to * kee 
the perſons exerciſing provifional:y the fund -_ i {an = 
ment in France, touching ſuch points 3 A ee 
ference between his Majeſty and his allies an 
3 * 
. time the French dre eee pes ap hen 
ich even miniſters themſelves conſidered as a 8 
2 ys ſince war was not even Propane ee 
King's ſpeech ; but, on the contrary, the corre pou a 
not then ciſcloſed to the Houſe, which was 7 * 
this very period, continued to expreſs the moff pacific 
9 was there ſore the moſt important in 
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point of matter, and the moſt critical in point of time, 
ever offered to the conſideration of i and it was 
made in a manner the moſt Umple and aſtecting 3 afraid of 
irritating where the object was to perfuade, and tubdued 
by the dreadfully 1m pe nding calamities, Mr, Fox put the 


rein upon chat overpow? ring eloquence which fo eminent- 


ly dtinguilhes him, aud in a very few, plain, unanſwer— 
able ſentences, beleeched the ifouſe to tiv the effect of 
negotiation before eps were taken which would inevit- 
ably bring on hotvlilities : to prepare with vigour and firm- 
neſs for war, but with prudence and gentleueſs to culti— 
vate pence. 

When this propoſition was made, the annexation of Bet. 
zum, now the main obitacle to peace, was diſavowed by 
France: and, as ſhe was a ſuitor to us beſides for our me- 
diation with the Emperor, it is eaſy to lee how ſure the 
road was to its return to its former government, The 
ſecurity of Holland, whilſt the preſerved her neutrality, 
was profeſſed, and in a manner guaranteed. The ancient 
Umits of France were propoſed as her dominion, and im- 
plicit reſpeA was manifeſted to the independence and con- 
ilitutiops of other nations, Yet fo irrefittible was the 
force of deluſion and infatuation, that IMr. Fox's propoh- 
tion, though its object was to ſecure every thing whit 
it conceded nothing, and though it came from a perſon 
long the favourite, and with all its leanings ſtill the ta- 
vourite of the Houſe oi Commons, yet it was received a- 
midit aimoſt univerſal burſts of dilapprobation, fcarcelv 
indeed with the obſervances of parliamentary decorum. 
some perſons long attached to this great man, by friend- 
hip as well as opinion, ſeemed to forget their reverence 
tor his talents and integrity, and one went the length of 
lamenting even his former political attachment to him, 

For having made this propontion I will not vindicate 
Mr, Fox; his own eloquent and maſterly vindication of 
it, his predictions tod fatally accomplithed, and the groans 
of a ſuffering world, bear awful teitimony for him. 

At the time this motion was made, the correlpondence 
between Lord Grenville and M. Chauvelin being $111 kept 
back from the Houſe of Commons, Mr. Fox himſelf did 
not know ihe additional foundations he had ſor his propo- 
{4tzon ; it teſted upon his own wile forecalt at the time he 
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made it; but, in a few davs afterwards, the whole details 
were communicated by a melange mom the h! ng”, and 
the late Houſe of Commons ound in the iubmiilive pro- 
poſitions of France ( wh: c did NO! Enyw vf When they 
refuſed negucidting an adutlio m juſtit. ation fur the war. 
1 hey thanked tis Maicily {or bis giacions Communication, 

and piedy red their hves and fortunes to lapport hottilities, 

It is imvoſſible not to pauſe here, tor a moment, to con- 
template the prohable e es, it we had attended 
to the counſels of this exalted and un terented Hateſman 
at that critical and momentous period 

The regular yoveruments of Europe e, as if they were 
one power, ſurrounded Great Britain with unbroken force 
and reſources; a confedcracy Which would have been in- 
finitely more awful and commanding, if the principles of 
iis union had only been a common ſecurity, Had Great 
Britain, the firſt among{t the vations, and enjoying her- 
ſelf a free conflitution. accepted the offer of being the ar- 
bitrels of the repoſe of Europe, with what a commanding 
voice might ſhe have {poken to France whilil her factions 
were tearing one another to pieces, and her government 
could ſcarcely lupport itlel; during peace! 

If, inficad of inciting and encour aging the princes of 
Europe to invade France, for the purpole of dibolving her 
ciabliſhnent, we had become her ſecurity againtl their 
invaſions, whiltl her revolution mould Le contined to her 
own limits and tubjctts, it is not pcfiible to believe upon 
any reaſoning from human lite or experience, that Europe 
could have now been in its prelent condition, But it, in- 
lead of this . and merely preventive iniiuence, Great 
Iritain, in the true ſpirit and in the full ripeneſs of civil 
wiidom, had felt a juſt and generous curipultion jor the 
ſuſerings of the French people; if, ſeeing them thirt ing 
tor liverty, but ignorant oi the thoufand dilliculties wich 
attend its cilabliſkment, he had taken a friendly, vet a 
commanding part; it, not contenting heifelf with a cold 
ecknowledgment oi the king of the French, by the iuudi— 
ous forms of an embuily, the had become the faithful, but 
at the ſame time the cautious protector ot the fivit revo- 
Ivtion; if the had put the rein upon Europe to prevent its 


Sce the King's meſſage to the Houſe of Commons, Jauvary 23th, 
1793. 


— — 


_— 


1 


interference, inſtead of countenancing the confederacy of 
itz powers againſt it, the unhappy Louis might now have 
been reigning, according to his oath, over a free people; 
the horrors of ſucceeding revolutions might have been 
averted, and much of that rival jealouſy, the ſcourge of 
both nations for ſo many centuries, might, without at- 
fecting the happy balances of our mixed conſtitution, have 
been gradually and happily extinguithed. 

The powers that then exiſted in France, however inſin— 
cere, or however ualettled in theic authority, having prof— 
fered the continuance of peace, and having aiked our 
mediation with the Emperor, upon the renunciation of 
conqueſt and aggrandizement, and upon the dilavowal of 
interference with the governments of other countries, we 
ſhould have taken them at their words. Ihe poſſible in- 
lincerity of the offer, or the weakne(s of perhaps an ex- 
piring faction to give it efiicacy, would have only added 
to the predominancy of Great Britain. 'The magnani- 
mous and beneficent conduct of a powerful nation poflel- 
ling a free government, admitting the right of another 
nation to be free, offering its countenance to ratzonal free- 
dom, lamenting the departure from its true principles, 
and demanding only ſecurity againſt its influence to dil- 
turb herſelf, would have been irxeſiſtible in its effects. A- 
midſt the tyrannies of quick ſucceeding factions, the u- 
nited force of this country and her allies exerted upon 
ſuch a ſound principle, and thrown into the ſcale of any 
party in France that might have been willing to preſerve 
the peace, would have given to that party an over-ruling 
alcendancy. | 

This is ſo true, that we know the ſhare which even 
Briſſot had in the commencement of hoitilities, amidft 
all the provocations to them, was the principal cauſe of 
his deltru*tion, and the root of Robelpierre's popularity, 
which enabled him to become the tvrant of France. No- 
thing, indeed, could have withitood, in the ſentiments of 
that nation, the itriking and ſalutary contrait between be- 
ing left to the conſolidation of her own conſtitution, with- 
out any ob'tacle but the vices and paſſions of her own 
ſubjects, and the wilful provocation of the whole civiliz- 
ed world encompaſſing her territories with a force appa- 
rently ſufficient to cruſh to pieces her eltabliſhment, even 
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if it had not been tottering upon its own baſis from inter- 
nal cauſes. 

But ſuppoſing the praQticability, or the effects of ſuch 

a ſyſtem in Great Britain to be altogether falſe and viſion- 
ary z admitting, for the fake of argument, that the agita- 
won of the French Revolution was too violent, and its 
principles, from the very beginning, too diſorganiſing and 
miſchievous for regular governments, under any reſtraints, 
to have intermeddled with or even ack nowledged, nothing 
would follow from the admiſſion in favour of the war; 
becauſe a ſincere yet armed neutrality on the part of Eu- 
rope would have been the fureſt and the moſt obvious 
courſe for diflolving the new republic, or, at all events, 
of recalling it the {ooneſt to ſome ſocial order of things. 

France was at that time (according to the authors of 
the war) tory to pieces by the moit furious and nearly 
balanced factions, which made her government a mere. 
phantom, competent only to evil, and incapable of good. 
Be it ſo.ä— or that very realon we {hould have obſerved 
the moſt perfect, and even the moſt ſoothing neutrality. 
Heterogeneous bodies, having no principle of unjon ca- 
pable of conſtituting ſubilarce, and which, if left to 
themſelves, would ſeparate ard diſperſe, may be bound 
together by external force, and pailed through the fur- 
nace till they unite and incorporate, This was preciſely 
the caſe with France. She was rent aſunder by the inter- 
nal diviſions of her own people, but cemented again by 
the conſpiracy of kings. Her gicat leaders were banded 
againſt each other, not only from the moti deadly hatred 
and the luſt of dominion, but ſeparated by the moſt ex- 
travagant zeal for contradictory theories of government, 
whilit the people were toſſed to and fro, the alternate vic- 
tims of repuguant and deſolating changes. In this uncx- 
ampled criſis, perſons, capable upon other occalions of 
judging with accuracy and acutenels, were looking by 
every mail for the utter deſtruction of the French govern— 
ment; but they had loſt the clue to the myliery, or ra- 
ther to the plain principle which preſerved it: the Britiſh 
minilter was the guardian angel that hovered over France, 
and the ſole creator of her ominous and portentous 
iirength, The neceſſity of refilling by combination the 
external war with which he ſurroundcd her, countcra&ed 
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the ſeparation ariſing from her interna] commotions. It 
raiſed up a proud, warlike, and ſuperior ſpirit, at the call 
of national independence, too ſtrong for the inferior ſpi- 
rits, whole inchantments were diffolving her as a nation 
and by the operation of the ſimpleſt principles of unalter— 
able and univerſal nature, rather thay from any thing pe- 
culiar in the characteriitic of Frenchmen, conlolidated 
her mighty republic, and exhibited a career of conqueſt 
and glory unequalled in the annals of mankind. 

In the ſame manner the cruel coufiſcations and judicial 
murders, which, under the ſame tyrannies deſtroying one 
another, diſgraced the earlier periods of the republican 
revolution, may be mainly afcrined to the ſame predo- 
minant cauſes, If France had been left by other nations 
to the good or evil of her own changes, the proſcriptions 
which prevailed for a long ſeaſon could not have exiſted 
in the ſame extent in any civiliſed nations, nor even in a 
nation of humaa beings : but the reign of terror (as it 
was well called) mutt be always a reign of blood, becaule 
there is no principle of the human mind ſo mean or fo 
mercileſs as fear. In proportion, therefore, as the go- 
vernment of France was thaking by exter wal conſpiracies, 
and trembling for its exiſtence, it became of churſe more 
ſuhject to internal agitation by the revolts of its own fub- 
jects. Had it not therefore been for our unhappy inter- 
ference, royaliſts of the old ſchool, and royaliits of the 
monarchieal revolution, bending before the ſtorm of na- 
tional opinion, and ſceing no great ftandard hoiſted for 
their protection, would have really or ſeemingly acquiet- 
ced in the new order of things; they would have given 
little offence or ou alouſy to the ſtate, and, What is far 
more important, the {tate itfel£, unimpelled by the terrors 
of revolt and the expeuces of war, would not have had 
the ſame irrefiltible motives for ſeizing upon the perſons 
and property of its ſubjects; and thus numerous clafles of 
men, poſſelling 7 dignities and property, which have been 
chaſed fiom their country, or {wept off the face of the 

earth, would have remained within the boſom of France, 
inactive, indeed, for the preſent, but whoſe filent and 
a influence hereaiter might have greatly affected 


the temper, it not the form of the governn! ent, at ao very 


diſtant period. 
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This was preciſely the cate in England upon the death 
of Charles the Virit : the nobles and great men of the 
realm ſubmitted to the protectorſhip of Cromwell, and 
Cromwell, therefore, executed 


{yltem of proſcription. The high men of the former pe- 
riod continued to exiſt, and with all the influences of pro- 
perty, 0 py remained with its ancient poſſeſſots; the mo- 
narchy might, therefore, be ſuid to have been rather in 
abeyance than aboliſhed, and when. the return of Charles 
was planned and. execn ted, every thing itood in its place, 
and conſpired to favour his refloration, But if the nations 
of Europe had then unſucceſsfully combined to reſtore mo- 
narchy in England, as they have lately to relore it in 
France, the conſequen ces would have been exactly ſimilar, 
The monatchical party in England would have undoubt- 
edly locked to the flandaxd : they would have endeavour-— 
ed by force, or by intrigue, to diſfolve the commonwealth 
thoſe who were taken weuld have been executed as trai— 
tors; others would have been diiven out of England as 
emigrants; their great eſtates would have paſſed into o- 
ther hands; a title to them would have been made by the 
new government to thoſe who, as in France, hecame the 
creditors of the public during an exhauſting war; the whole 
body of nobility and great landed proprietors would have 

eriihed in Enpland ; and Charles the Second could no 
more have landed at Dover than Louis the Erghteenth 
could offer himtelt before Calais at this moment, 

It may be aſked, why the ſagacity of that arch ſtateſ- 
man Cromwell did not foreſee the conſequences I have ap- 
pealed to? and the application of my whole argument is 
concluded, and becomes mvyulnerzble by the anſwer. The 
anſwer iz—he could not do it. The powers of Europe 
and his own fubjects, through their interference, did not 
farnith him with the occaſion, Neither in England, nor 
in France, nor in any other country, will men bear bloody 
murders, or cruel confiſcations, but under the preflure of 
lome actual or apparent neceſſity to ſorm the tyrant's 
plea. This plauſ ble an d unfortunate plea was given by 

contederated E. -UTOPE, but Pring ipally by Er land: to the 
the tyrants of France; and thus the R epublic became net 
only conſolidated ter the preſent, but the return of ſuch a 
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flate of things was inevitably prevented, as might have 
led to a reſtoration in France like that which followed the 
commonwealth in England. 

In the firſt ſtages of the revolution, the French people, 
like the Englith in the lait century, had no intere(t in their 
government more ſolid, nor more permanent, than the 
theories which had piven it birth. The French Republic, 
therefore, like the Enolith commonwealth, had but a pre- 
carious und doubtful foundation. But how ſtands it now, 
in conſequence of vur-unprincipled and impolitic interfer- 
ence? It lands upon a rock. —It exiſts no longer from 
force, but from will. It depends no longer upon opinion, 
but leans upon intereſt; and not merely upon that general 
interett, which, after a ſtate of great agitation, naturally 
inclines a nation to reſt, but upon a particular and indivi- 
dual intereſt univerſally ſpread. The very exiſtence of 
all claſſes of the people now depends wholly upon the pow- 
er and the continuance of the late. There is ſcarcely any 
property in France, real or perſonal, which, in the hands 
of the preſent poſſeſſors, has any other foundation. There 
is no ancient undiſputed poſſeſſion of land, which has ever 
been a title in molt changes of human governments: there 
is no money, which may be buried till the ſtorm is over- 
blown. On the contrary, the land is almoſt univerſally 
held by the public creditors againſt the former poſſeſſors, 
either under a ſale from the government, or as a pledge 
for money lent to it; and the paper currency of the na- 
tion (which is its perſonal eſtate) may, without loſs to 
the proprietors, be torn into a thouſand pieces, unleſs the 
Republic continues to be one and indiv:;/(hle. 

In the very point in difference at this moment, which 
ſtands as a fumbling block in the way of peace, the force 
of this important truth may ſpeedily be made manifeſt, 
With all the influence of the Britiſh miniſter, he cannot 
probably continue the war for any long ſeaſon on the ſcore 
of Belgium ; and for this plain reaſon, the intereſt which 
the public ought to take in its ſeparation trom France, 
bears no rational proportion to the price at which it muſt 
be purchaſed through war, ſuppoſing the event to be even 
certain. The people therefore will ſpeedily murmer; and 
as Mr, Pitt muſt either abandon Belgium or his ſituation, 
it is eaſy to anticipate the election he will make, Frans » 
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on the other hand, will find fewer difficulties with her 
ſubjects. The wiſdom of miniſters has provided againit 
it. Belgium, through the neceſſities of war, has been 
pledged to the public creditor, and the ſurrender of it 
upon any principle ſhort of a neceſſity w hich ſuperſedes all 
choice, would be a ſurrender of the very exiſtence of her 
republic. 

I am not defending France; I am ftating her aQual fi- 
tuation, her views, and her capacities, and am endeavour- 
ing to trace them to their original and obvious cauſes, 

But it was a conteſt, it ſeems, to fave religion and its 
holy altars from profanation and annihilation. Of all the 
pretences by which the abuſed zeal of the people of Eng- 
land has been hurried on to a blind ſupport of miniſters, 
this alarm for the Chriſtian religion is the moſt impudent 
and prepoſterous. How it could ſucceed, for a moment, 
in an enlightened age, and with a nation of Chriſtians, 
will probably be conſidered hereaſter as one of the molt 
remarkable events which has diſtinguiſhed this age of won- 
ders. 

Before this diſcovery of the preſent miniſters, who had 
ever heard of the Chriſtianity of the French court, and 
its ſurrounding nobles, towards whom the hurricane of 
revolution was principally directed? Who had ever heard 
of their evangelical charaQers ſo as to lead to apprehen- 
ſion that Chriſtianity muſt be extinguiſhed with their ex- 
tinction? Who that ever really. profeſſed the Chriſtian 
religion, from the times of the apoſtles to the preſent mo- 
ment, ever before eonſidered it as a human eſtabliſhment, 
the work of particular men or nations, ſubje& to decline 
with their changes, or to perich with their falls? No man 
ever exitted who is more alive to every thing connected 
with the Chriſtian faith than the author of theſe pages, 
or more unalterably impreſſed with its truths ; but theſe 
very impreſſions deprive me of any ſhare in that anxious 


concern of the cabinet at St. James's for the preſervation 


of religion, which was going to ruin, it ſeems with the 
fall of the groſs ſuperſtitions and abominable corruptions 
of the prietthood and monarchy of France, Weak men, 
not to have remembered, before they diſturbed the re- 
poſe of the world bv their pious apprehenſions, that the 


! fabric of Chriſtianity was raiſcd in ditect oppoſition to all 
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the powers and eſtabliſhments of the world, and that we 
have the authority of God himſelf, that all the nations of 
the earth ſhall be finally gathered together under its ſha- 
dow. Rath men, not to have reflected before they em- 
barked in this cruſade of deſolation, that however good 
may be attained through evil, in the myſterious [3 {tem of 
Divine Providence, it is not for man to ſupport that re li- 
gion, which commands peace and good will upon earth, 

by a deliberate and deep laid ſyſtem of bloodſhed, famine, 
and devaſtation I by no means intend to inculcate by theſe 
obſervations, that, becauſe Chriſtianity, if it be founded 
in truth, muft ultimately prevail over all oppoſition, that 
therefore Chriſtian nations, or Chriſtian individuals, are 
abſolved from their activities in its defence, or in its pro- 
pagation. In this, as in all other human diſpenſations, 
the Supreme Being acts by means that are human, and 
our duties are only exalted inſtead of being weakened by 
this awful conſideration: but theſe duties, whilit they 
ſerve to quicken our zeal in what 1s good, can in no in- 
ſtance involve us in what is evil. They dignify that piety 
which propagates the goſpel by Chriſtian charities, but 
condemn that raſhneſs which would eitabliſh or extend it 
by force. 

This condemnation, from the very eſſence of Chriſtia- 
nity, mult fall even upoa honelt error aſſerting its domi— 
nion by the ſword : but if the condemnation ſhould ever 
happen to range more widely, ſo as to involve ambition, 
dealing coldly in blood, for its own ſcandalous purpoles, 
under the garb of meekneſs and truth I dare not admit 
into my mind even an idea of the puniſhment which ought 
to follow. I would ö rather from humanity invoke the pa- 
tience of God and man, than invite or direct their ven- 
geance. 

The pretence of a war waged 3 opinions to check, 
as it was alledged, the contagion of their propagation, is 
equally ſenſeleſs and extravagant. The lame reaſon might 
equally have united all nations, in all times, againit the 
progreſſive changes which have conducted nations from 
barbariſm to light, and from deſpotiſm to freedom. It 
ought indiſſolubly to have combined the catholic king— 
doms to wage eternal war, till the principles of the re- 


formation, leading to a new civil eſtabliſhment, had been 
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abandoned. It ſhould have kept the ſword unſheathed 
until the United Provinces returned to the ſubjection of 
Spain, unt! King William's title and the eſtablihment of 
the Britith revolution had given way to the perſons and 
prerogatives of the Stuarts, and until] Waſhington, in- 
ſtead of yielding up the cares of a republican empire to a 
virtuous and free people, in the face of an sdmiring and 
a oniſhed world, ſh-uld have been dragged as a traitor to 
the bar of the Old Bailey, and his body quartered up- 
on Tower Hill. 

All theſe changes were alike in their turns calumniated 
and reprobated, and fought with by the abutes which they 
diſpraced and trampled on. Lime has now placed in the 
ſhade the arguments and the deeds by which wildom and 
valour triumphed : they are there only viewed by learn- 
ing and retirement, which enables cowardice and folly, 
by artifices formerly defeated, the cafier to impoſe upon 
a buſy or an unthinking world. 

But it is maintained, that independent of the general 
intereſt of all nations to ſuppreis ureligion and anarchy, 
the exiſtence of the French revolution had a direct and 
immediate bearing on the ſecurity of the Er govern- 
ment; that the political principles which of od divided 
the country, and formed a lalutary oppolition to the crown, 
had taken an entirely new and Kpngerous direction ; that 
the firlt principles of our mixed and balanced government 
were held up to derifion and reproach; tbat the privileged 
orders of the ſtate were mocked and inſulted, whillt the 
reign of liberty, under a republican form, was anticipated 
with enthubalm by large claites of the people. 

Without at all admitting this te have Leen the caſe in 
the extent contended for, and relying, as 1 have already 
done, upon the judgements of our folemn tribunals tor the 
refutation of it; yet, for the ſake of the argument, aſſum- 
ing it to be true, I am again utterly at a loſs to dilcover 
what is gained from the admiſſion by the advocates for the 
war. Such a diſpoſition in any cenliderable claſſes of the 
people might have called for particular prudence in go- 
vernment, and might have juſtified particular exertions of 
police. It might, in the honed opinion of many, have 
been a ſtrong argument againit yielding to any reforms at. 
that particular moment; it might have ſuggeſted ſome re- 
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ſerves in the communications with France, even in times 
of peace, during the criſis of her political exploſion; and 
it might have juſtified vigorous proſecutions, carried on 
in the ſpirit and according to the practice of the laws, But 
I demand of the returning reaſon of the country, how the 
apprehended danger from rhe contagion of opinions could 
poſſibly be averted by War, or by the concomitant mea- 
fures which were an inſeparable part of the ſyſtem? Were 
the forms of our free government likely to be better re- 
conciled to the minds of alienated ſubjeQs by depriving 
them of the actual ſubſtance of freedom, which it is the ob- 
zett of all governments to ſecure ? If they were diſcontent- 
ed with the Englith conſtitution, was it likely that an at- 
tack upon the rights of juries, the alteration of the /acred 
laws of King Edward the Third, and the ſuſpenſion of the 
act of Habeas Corpus, would bring them back to their for- 
mer zeal and admiration of it? If a contempt for their 
repreſentatives was the crime imputed to them, and a diſ- 
polition to invade their authority was the danger to be a- 
verted, was-it the wiſeſt courſe to ere the Houle of Com- 
mons into a grand jury to find capital bills of indictment 
for the crown zgainſt the people, and to prejudge their 
cauſes by publiſhing the accuſing evidence under the cruſh- 
ing weight of their authority? If the ariſtocratic part of 
the (late was unhappily loſing its due eſtimation in popular 
opinion, was it prudent, at that particular moment, to de- 
froy all that was venerable in the peerage, from ancient 
dignities and names of renown in the beſt times of England, 
by filling the Houſe of Lords with the proprietors of con- 
tomptible boroughs without even a pretence of public ſer- 
vice; and advancing to high titles, over the heads of the 
moſt ancient peers in the kingdom, men familiar to our 
recollection in very ſubordinate ſituations, marked during 
their whole lives by their ſervile dependence upon all mi— 
niſters, and odious to the people from their notorious at- 
tachment to arbitary principles of government? If it be 
poſſible to add to this climax of folly, was it reaſonable 
to expect, that by ruſhing blindly into wer, and thereby 
impoſing the inevitable neceſlity of new taxes to an incal. 


'culable amount, we ſhould purge away the ſpleen which 


the very weight of taxes had notoriouſly engendered ? 
Laſtly, was it the right courſe to elcape from the conſe- 
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quences of French opinious, when we knew to a certainty 
that it was not from the opinions with which we were to 
fight, but from that very ſyſtem of war and taxation that 
we were purſuing, as a remedy for diſaffection, that the 
French monarchy ſtruck upon the rock of revolution? 

I deſire only to be reſpected or delpifed, to be conſi- 
dered as a man of common ſenſe or a madman, as the fair 
public voice of England is even now prepared to anſwer 
theſe queſtious. 

The caule of this bold appeal to an enlightened country 
is obvious. If the queſtion be aſked, in what the excel- 
lence of every human government mult conſiſt; the anſwer 
from civilized man throughout the world muſt be invari- 
able and univerſal. It is that which ſecures the ends of 
civil ſociety with the feweſt reſtraints and at the leaſt ex- 
pence, This is undoubtedly true government. This is 
that ſyſtem of rule and order in ſociety, exiſting by ex- 
preſs or tacit conſent, however it may have at firſt begun, 
or by whatever progreſs it may have become eſtabliſhed, 
which ſecures the greateſt number of benefits and enjoy 
ments, and which ſecures them permanently; which im- 
poles the feweſt poflible reſtraints beyond thoſe which a 
ſound, moral, aud a wiſe police ought to ſuggeſt in every 
country, and which leaves the ſubject in full poſſeſſion of 
all that induſtry or harmleſs chance can bring along with 
them, ſubject only to the ordinary internal expences of a 
a frugal government, and the extraordinary contributions, 
to iccure its prefervation and independence. This was 
once the emphatical deſcription of the Engliſh government, 
but it is inſenſibly cealing to be ſo; not that the conſtitu- 
tion is loſt; but that its ineſtimable object is in the couiſe 
of being ſacrificed to a falſe and pretended zeal for its pre- 
fervation, Taxation, as I have juſt obſerved, is the uni- 
verſal price which mult univerſally be paid as a ſecurity 
for a national eſtabliſhment; but there are limits to every 
thing; if by raſh and unneceflary wars, and by a venal 
{yſtem of expenditure, even in times of peace the revenue 
gets to the point which, without infant repentance and re- 
Formation, is faſt approaching; the nation (by which L 
mean the great maſs and body of the people) can have no 
longer any poſſible intereſt in the defence or preſervation 
of their goverument; for if this ſyitera of finance is per- 
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üſted ian, what has government in the end to fecure ; Not 
the property of the people derived from their induttry, but 
the property of the public creditor, to whom that indutiry 
is pledged; and thus all the majeſty and dignity of the 
ſtate may degenerate into a mere machinery, neceſſary to 
protect the legalized incumbrance by further burdens on 
the ſubject, whoſe labour and exiſtence are mortgaged. 
In ſuch 2 fituation, a government may too late diſcover 
its error and inſecurity; becauſe the very zeal of the high- 
er orders which encourages it in its exttavagance, is, upon 
the firſt principle of human nature, an inducement to the 
lower orders to revolt. Adverting to this awful confidera- 
tion, J have been ſhocked in the extreme at the late ol- 
tentatious triumph of the loan by ſubſcription, Very ma- 
ny perſons, 1 am perſuaded, have ſubſcribed to it from 
real motives of public ſpirit, and their exertion was a moſt 
ſeaſonable and critical relief to the ſtate; but paſſing by 
the condition to which miniſters have reduced their coun- 
try, when public ſpirit may be really manifeſted towards 
a government by a loan which would conduct a private 
lender to a priſon as an uſurer, what muſt be the reflec- 
tions of the middle claſies and the labouring poor of Eng- 
land upon the facility of taxation, which this fort of pa- 
triotiſm produces? Ihe rich lend their money at ten per 
cent. but the public induſtry is mortgaged for the payment 
of the intereſt, and every article of conſumpticn is already 


almoſt beyond the reach of the artificer and buſbandman, 


icrewed up as they are in proportion as they happen to 
come within the vortex of this accumulating revenue. 

Io what length this ſyſtem may extend without a great 
public calamity, I purpoſely avoid diſcuſſing ; but the ſup- 
port given by the delution of the higher claſſes of the pub- 
lic to a ſyſtem of meaſures at once ſo weak and ſo deftruc- 
tive, ſo unjuſt to the people, and fo deſtructive to them- 
ſelves, pollerity, if not the preſent generation, may have 
occaſion to lament in unavailing ſackcloth. The danger 
to the monied intereſt and the proprietors of the funds, by 
the preſent unexampled expenditure, is certainly the moſt 
prominent and imminent A danger which they have 
themſelves provoked, and which is becoming critical by 
their own infatuation, But the proprietors of lands would do 
well to recollect allo that their ſituation is ſcarcely prefe- 
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rable. The war could neither have been begun nor co 1- 
tinued to this hour, if the great repreſentatives of the 
landed intereſt had not ſupported the minitters who pro- 
jected it; and I cannot believe that the people of Great 
Britain, whoſe fortunes depend upon public credit, or her 
Parliament repreſenting that people, will ever conſevt ei— 
ther to a banruptcy or to any infolvent compoſition with 
the government, without a procels, which in the horrors 
of revolution would be a difgracefal conßſcation; but 
which in the Jegal reformutions, impoſed by neceſhty and 
juſtice upon the councils of a moral and intel! ligent peo- 
ple, would teach every diſtinct clats and order of man- 
kind, that their intereſts are inſeparably interwoven with 
the intereſt oi the whole community : und that they muit 
always bear their contingent in tlie final lertlen.cnt of a 
national account. 

A mongit the public ſupporters in Parliament of theſe 
meaſures I am complaning of, and amonzſt-the higher 
claffes of men, who with equal zeal have privately ſup- 
ported them, I know there are many, very manv perſons 
of the firſt honovr, of the clearett integrity, and the beit 
general ſenſe, however mi{guided upon this particular ſub— 
ject, Indeed, it is a matter of great comfort to me to be- 
lieve, as 1 do moſt firmly, that notwithſtanding the wide 
range of luxury and corruption, the nation is enlightened 
and virtuous. I geſire, indeed, to faſten perional 1 ignomi- 
ny or reproach upon no individual, public or private. I 
leave every man's motives to his own conſcience, and to 
Him who alone can ſearch them. But thele conceſſions, 
which private honour and public decency alike exact from 
me, leave me nevertheleſs in full poſſeſſion of the privi- 
lege of a Britith ſubject, which | ſhall fearlelsly proceed to 
exerciſe, by charging the full, excluſive, and conſtitution- 
al reſponſibility of all conſequences upon thoſe miniſters 
who have officially adviſed and conducted the meaſures 
which produced them. 

Jo eſtimate rightly the extent of this reſponſibility, let 
us look at the comparative condition of Great Britain, if 
even fortitude and patience can bear to look at it, had 
the preſent war been avoided by prudent councils ; and if 
the one hundred millions of money abſolutely thrown a: 


Way upon it, or even half of that ſum bad been raiſed by 
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a vigorous and popular adminiſtration for the reduction of 
the national debt. Fancy can hardly forbzar to indulge 
in fuch a renovating {ceue of proſperity; a ſcene which 
unhappily it Is now her excluſive and melancholy privilege 
to relort to. 

We would have ſeen a moral, ingenuous, and induſtri— 
ous people, conſenting to an encreaſe of burdens to re- 
pair the errors of their foreſathers, and to ward off their 
conſequences from cruſhing their poſterity ; but enjoying 
under the preſſure of them the virtuous conſolation, that 
they were laying the foundation of a long career of na- 
tional happineſs ; ſeeing every relaxed and wearied fine w 
of the governmeut coming back to its vigour, not by fud- 
den reſt, which is an enemy to convaleſcence, but by the 
gradual diminution of the weight which overpreited them. 
Obſerving new ſources of trade and manufacture burſting 
forth like the buds of the ſpring, as the froſts of winter 
are gradually. chaſed away, and ſeeing with pride and ſa- 

tisfaction, in the hands of a wile and frugal government, 
a large and growing capital for the refreſhment of all its 
dependencies. 'I'o encourage and to extend marine eſta- 
blichments, our only real ſccurity againſt the hour when 
ambition might diſturb the repole of nations. To give 
vigour to arts and manufaCtures, by large rewards and 
bounties. To tced and to employ the poor, by grand and 
extenſive plans of national improvement. To remove by 
degrees the preſſure of complicated revenue, and with it 
the complicated and galling penalties inſeparable from its 
collection. To form a fund, to bring juſtice within the 
reach and to the very doors of the poor, and, by a large 
public revenue at the command of the magiſtracy, to ward 
off the miſeries, the reflection of which, under the beſt 
ſyſtem of laws in the world, and under their pureſt admi- 
ſtration, have wrung with frequent forrow the heart of 
the writer of theſe pages. And, finally, to enable this 
great, benevolent, and enlightened country, with a more 
liberal and exhauflleſs hand, to advance in her glorious 
career of humaniſing the world, and ipreading the lights 
of the goſpel to the 'uttermoſt corners of the earth, All 
theſe animating viſions are, I am afraid, fled for ever. It 
will be happy now if Great Britaia, amidſt the ſufferings 
and diſtreſſes of her inkabitants, can maintain her preſent 
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trade, and preſerve, even with all its defects, her preſent 


ineſtimable conſtitution. 


Having thewn the origin of the war, and the exertions 
made by the ſmall minority in Parliament, I now proceed 
to expole to the nation the blindneſs and obſtinacy with 
which it was purſucd; in ſpite of a ſeries of the moſt fa- 
vourable opportunities to terminate it with advantage in 
the beginning, and in defiance afte:; wards of a chain of e- 
vents in rapid and diſaſtrous ſucceſſion, which manifeſted 
the utter impracticability of the objects for which it was 
perſeveted in. I will do this from a ſhort review of the 
principal proceedings of Parliament upon the ſubject which 
ſpeak for themſelves; their exiſtence cannot be denicd, 
nor their contents mifrepreſented with effect. I ſelect 
thoſe of the Houle of Commons, not only becauſe I was 
perſonally preſent at moſt of them, but becauſe they are 
notoriovfly the foundation of all the tranſactions of go- 
vernment, ; 

Hoſtilities had ſcarcely been commenced, when the 
ſubject was again brought before the Houſe of Commons 
by Mr. Grey; a gentleman who has juſtly endeaced him- 
ſelf to his country by his able indefatigable exertions 
throughout every ſtage of this extraordinary conjuaure, 
and who has ſecured to himſelf the well- earned fame of a 
moſt accompliſhed orator, and, what is better, of an ho- 
neſt ſtateſman, in times of unexampled protiigacy and cor- 
ruption. | 

On the 21ſt of February, 1793, Mr. Grey propoſed an 
addreſs to the King, expoling the miſconduct of his mini{- 
ters in plunging the nation into war without apy adequate 


neceſſity, and lamenting the pretexts by which its popu- 


larity was promoted, in furpriſing the humanity of En- 
gliſhmen into meaſures which their deliberate judgments 
would condemn, and by influencing their molt virtuous 
ſenſibilities into a blind and furious zeal for a war of ven- 
geance. The conclution “ implored his Majeſty to ſeize 
the moſt immediate opportunity of putting a ſtop to the 
hoſtilities which threatened ali Europe with the greatelt 
calamities.“ 

No other anſwer was given to this ſeaſonable propuli. 
tion, than that the Houſe had already and recently de- 
cided upon the queſtion; aud not only no ſtep was taken 
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to open the way to negotiation, but, on the contrary, af- 
ter many other fruitleſ attempts towards the ſame object, 
his Majefty's miniſters, at the opening of the following 
ſeſhon, on the 2ſt of January 17944, with greater Fnce- 
riiy than has in general charaQterifed their proceedings, 
boldly and plainly avowed the principle on which the war 
had been begun, and was to be proſecuted, vs, © To op- 
poſe that wild and deſtructive ſyſtem of rapine, anarchy, 
impiety, and irreligion; the effects of which, as they bad 
been manifeſted in France, furniſhed a dreadful but uſeful 
leſſon to the preſent age and poſterity.” | his was the 
avowed principle of continuing the war, as appears by a 
reference to his Majeſty's ſpeech ®. Not a word was {aid 
upon the footing of territory and conqueſt, although all 
the Auſtrian Netherlands had then been reduced under 
the government of the Emperor, although Mentz had 
been re-captured, and ſoon after Valenciennes, Conde, and 
Queſnoy, taken; and although Holland had been delivered 
from an impending invaſion. 

Under theſe circumitances, fo favourable for the nego- 
tiation, fo critical for terminating the war on terms advan- 
tageous to England and her allies, (:f zt had proceeded vþ- 
on a. y rattnal inte. ligible foundation), not only no motion 
was made towards an amicable arrangement, but a prin- 
ciple of hoſtilities was thus openly. developed, which 
wholly and abſolutely precluded the return of peace, 

"This declaration of miniiters, as contained in the King's 
ſpeech, was the more itriking and extraordinary, as it di- 
rely refuted their own unfounded aſſertion, that the war 
had proceeded trom France. Mr. Pitt had continued to 
aſſert in parliament, long after the diſmiſſion of Chauve- 
lin, © that the King had ſtill left the door open to nego- 
tiation and amicable adjuilment :” yet no fooner was the 
war begun, than its continuance was avowed and ſupport— 
ed upon a principle, which ſhewed that peace could, un- 
der no conceſſions of France, have been preſerved. For 
as the war was to be waged to ſubdue principles and opi— 
nions; to change the government and not to puniſh overt 
acts of inſult z or to enforce reſtitution; it is plain, “ that 
the door had never been left open at all,” as the miniſter 


* Vide the King's Speech, 21ſt January, 1794. 
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had pretended, ſince France was preciſely in the ſame ſlate 
at this moment as when M, Chauvelin was ordered to 
quit the kingdom : and if the return of peace was at the 
opening of the ſeſſion declared to be inadmiſſible, whilit 
the principles of her government continued, it follows, 
that the original preſervation of peace mult have been 
equally inadmiſſible, whatever conceſſions might have been 
made by France to preſerve it; ſince the ſelſ-ſame ſyitem 
exiſted at the commencement of the war, which was now 
pronounced to be an inſuperable obſtacle to negociation. 
I hope the time is now arrived, or at leaſt is rapidly ar- 
riving, when the calm common ſenſe of the country will 
deteit ſuch palpable duplicity, 

This new and fatal principle of hoſtility was rendered 
fill more clear from the poſture of the debate upon the 
addreſs; which was led, on the part of the government, 
by the Earl of Motniogton, i in a very able and complica- 
ted ſpeech, the reſult of much thought and labour, and 
delivered with great force. It was afterwards publiſhed 
as a ſort of creed of miniiters upon the ſubje& of the war. 
Towards the concluſion of this ſpeech, as far as I could 
hear diſtinctly from the enthufiaſtic upprobation which the 
ſentiment produced, it contained theſe expreſſions : ** That 
whilſt the preſent, or any Jacobin government continued 
in France, no propoſition for peace could be received or 
propoſed by England.” I forbear to remark upon the 
fallacy of the means by which this ſtout propoſition was 
juſtified; time has unfortunately been beforehand with me 
upon the ſubject; events have already trampled upon tue 
principles, and refuted the calculations. 

Upon this occaſion the Miniſter, the Houſe, and the 
Nation, received another folemn warning from Mr Fox, 
again the phrenzy of thus purſuing a conteft big with 
the molt ruinous conſequences, without any defined or de- 
finable object. This extraordinary man, ſummoning up 
al! the mighty powers of his capacious mind, in a ſpeech 
of unparalleled depth, comprehenſion, and eloquence, de— 
tailed the inevitable conſequences of ſuch a proceeding : 
he predicted the future conlolidation of France from our 
very efforts to deſtroy her: he anticipated the diſſolution 
of a confederacy cemented by no intelligible principle of 
common intereſt ; he looked forward to the defection of 
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fome, to the ſubjugation of others, and with a too pro- 
phetic pencil (would to God he had been permitted to 
expunge the ſcene again by his own councils !) painted 
the melancholy and diſaſtrous ſtate to which his conntry 
would in the end be reduced, and which I aſſert to be 
nearly her condition at this moment. Left almoſt ſingle 
as we are upon the theatre of war—aſking for peace, but 
aſking for it in vain, upon terms which without war were 
not only within our reach to obtain, but left to us to dic- 
tate—aſking for peace in France under the preſſure of a 
neceſſity created by our own folly—aſking it of the regi- 
cide Directory, whoſe exiſtence (I appeal to Mr. Burke 
and Lord Fitzwilliam) was pronounced to be perpetual 
war. Silent upon the ſubje& of religion, without any 
atonement to its violated altars--and ſeeking by a thou- 
{and ſubterfuges and artifices unworthy of a great nation 
2 which muſt and will certainly be unſucceſsful) to re- 
tore peace without humbling the pride of the miniſters 

who provoked the war, by conſenting to terms which no- 
thing but their own imbecility could have raiſed France 
to the condition of offering. or have reduced England to 
the moctification of accepting“. x 

In order to relieve the country from the horrible con- 
dition of thus waging a wer without a defined object, and 
conſequently without a proſpect of termination, Mr. Grey, 
on the 26th of January, 1795, made a motion “ to de- 
clare it to be the opinion of the Houſe of Commons, that 
the exiſtence of the preſent government of France ought 
not to be conſidered as a precluding at that time a nego- 
ciation for peace.“ 

At this time his Majeſty's miniſters had begun to open 
their eyes to the improbability of reſtoring the French 
Monarchy, or, indeed, any monarchical e!{abliſhment in 
France, and had begun to ſee alſo the danger of being 
pledged to war during the exiilence of her republican con- 
ttitution. For although Mr. Grey's propoſition had been 
diſtinckly ftated, and as clearly and diſtinctly accepted 
for debate by the miniſter, as if it had been an iſſue fram- 


* A motion for peace was alſo made in the Houſe of Lords, on 
the 15th of February, by the Marquis of Landidown, ſupported by 
a moſt enlighrened and convincing ſpeech upon the rottennels of 
that coatederacy which bas fince fallen to pieces. 
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ed by lawyers for judicial deciſion, yet on the day of the 
motion he fled from the diſcuſſion thus tendered and re- 
ceived, and interpoſed the following dexterous, but dil- 
aſtrous, amendment—* Declaring the determination of 
the Houle to ſupport the King in the proſecution of the 
juſt and neceſlary war, and praying his Majeſty to em- 
ploy the reſources of the country to proſecute it with vi- 
gour and eſfect wurnt:/ a pacification could be effected on jut 
and honourable terms with any government of France capa- 
ble of maintaining the acci/tymed relations of peace and a- 
mity with other countries.” 

The object of this amendment which the Jae Houle of 
Commons adopted is almot too plain for commentary. 
The miniſter, unable to juſtify an abſolute refuſal of ne- 
gotiation upon any terms with the exiſting French govern- 
ment, but being reſolved not to negotiate for the preſent, 
nor to pledge himſelf to any future period when he would 

negotiate, nor to any diſtinc prccigles or circumſtances 
by which he might ſtand in any degree pledged at any 
time upon the ſubject, had recourſe to the ablulutely ge- 
neral terms of his own amendment to evade Mr, Grey's 
propoſition. What lort of government it was, or might 
be, which ſhould create or ſecute this capacity of main- 
taining She relations of anity he reſerved for his own fingle 
e, ien to be afterwards exerciſed juſt as it might 
ſuit his convenience from the contingencies of adverſity or 
ſucceſs, If ſucceſs attended the war, he might contiau- 
to deny the capacity of preſerving amity, and purſue the 
ſyſtem of ſubjugation or utter extermination ; whiltt on the 
other hand, if the adverſity ſoretold to him overtook him, 
he might recede from his haughty preteniions without in- 
conlilitency or humiliation, and, without any change of 
the principles to be ſubdued by war, declare the return 
of a ſocial and civil capacity of his own mere creation. 

If this tranſaction, pregnant with ſo mauy dangers, were 
not thus authenticated by the very Journals of Parlia- 
ment, the hiſtorian who ſhould venture to tranſmit it to 
future times would ſcarcely find credit for his narration, 

We ſee a mighty and warlike nation, with a population 
of twenty-five millions of ſouls ſituated too at our very 
doors, and with which therefore ſconer or later we muſt 
either cultivate « fiiendly intercourſe, or live in a per- 
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petual ſtate of warfare; we ſee ſuch a community put 
with a ſingle ſtroke of the pen out of the pale and com- 
munion of civilized nations. We ſee her (whilft, flrange 
to tell! peace was avowed to be our object) branded in 
the face of all Europe as a ſtanding plague, abomination, 
and reproach, not upon any recent act of aggreſſion or in- 
lult, nor upon any aQual or alledged reſiſtance to propo- 
fitions of peace aud amity from ourſelves or from other 
nations, but only upon this arrogant and inſulting pretext 
of a polite incapacity wholly and purpoſely undefineg. 

By this unparalleled procedure, the French nation, in- 
ſtead of being drawn inſenſibly back to the humane and 
focial order from which the paroxyſms of her revolution 
had diverted her—inſtead of being at once awed by and 
reconciled to Great Britain, from ſeeing her purſuing a 
ſyſtem active only as it regarded her own ſecurity, but 
in all other reſpects neutral, and even complacent, ſhe 
has been brought to a temper of rooted jealouſy and diſ- 
guſt ; and, as an animal purſued beyond the ordinary 
courſe for which its common powers and inſtins are be- 
ſtowed, riſes to a pitch of ſagacity, ſtrength, and bold- 
neſs, which the natural hiſtorian can take no account of, — 
ſo France, thus baited and inſulted, thus ſurrounded by 
nations with the arm of death liſted againſt her, has equal- 
ly put at fault the ordiuary calculations of national ex 
ertions, and brought this raſh and dangerous miniſter to 
a ſtate of repentance unfortunately too late for his coun- 
try. 

1 he charge which this tranſaction eſtabliſhes againſt 
him is of the moſt ſerious and heavy complexion. We 
are now defired by this very miniſter to raiſe the cry a- 
gainſt the ambition of France; againſt her inſolent de- 
meanour on the ſubject of peace, and her contempt of the 
balances which treaties have eſtabliſhed in Europe. If 
to obey this call would ſerve the intereſts of my country, 
I ſhould think it a pious fraud to buri thele pages, and 
to Join in the abuſe. But as railing at our enemies will 
neither conciliate nor ſubdue them, it is fit to recollect 
that the inſoleuce of ber deportment has been dictated, if 
not juſtified, by our own. It is the Britiſu mioifter who 
has enabled France to hold a language which it may not, 
perhaps, be in our power to filence; aud which, under 
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ſimilar circumſtances, would be the univerſal language 
of man from the Pole to the Equator, if French princi- 
ples, French opinions, and French revolution, had never 
exilted in the world. 

Every people, ſo abſurdly and impoliticly outraged, 
would hold this language to us ;—Yov, who now from 
no juſtice or good-will towards us, but.under the preflure 
of a neceſſity created by yourſelves, preſent yourſelves at 
Paris with the balance of Europe in your hands, which 
you call upon us to reſpect; you were the firſt to break 
it to pieces for ovR deſtrudtion. You expunged us even 
from amongſt the nations whoſe aggregate compoſe that 
Europe you would thus adjuſt and balance: and you in- 
vited all the nations, which thould be poiſed in its ſcales 
for common ſecurity, to put themſelves together into one 
ſcale to cruily and overwhelm us. In the refiſtance of this 
unprincipled conſpiracy, and for our own ſecurity againſt 
its effects, we have leized upon the territories of the 
principal conſpirator, and we will preſerve them as a bar- 
rier againſt the dangers we have ſurmounted, which, un- 
der other circumſtances, might have been fatal, You 
now talk to us of your treaty with this Emperor, and we 
have no right to queſtion the merit of that fidelity which 
binds you to each other, It you agreed not to lay down 
the [word but by common conlent, it is not for France to 
argue Great Britain into a breach of her obligations, But 
what have we to do with the terms cf a treaty between 
the Emperor and England which had our utter deſtrue— 
tion as a nation for its foundation; and if, as you affert, 
(perhaps with reaſon) that it is inadmiſhble ſor France to 
ſet up the annexation of Belgium, and tte demands / her 
conſ{uution as a bar to the propoſed retroaceliton, it is no 
leſs inadmiſſible for Great Britain to ſet up utr own rea- 
ties with belligerent nations made without the conſent of 
France, and made only ſor her deſtruction, as Her, ulti— 
matum for the reſtoration of the peace Which propoles, 

Would to God this were tlic language uf lpeculation 
only-—if it were (o, it thould not be publicly minc—hbut 
it is che actual lanpuage of th: councils of France, a+ will 
appear mare diſtinctly in the ſequel--as agaiult minitiers 
it is an argument of weight; ; Lut | hope to ſhew hereaiter, 
that under other councils it never could have been held, 
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and would not even now he held in the ſame extent or in 
the ſame temper againſt the Britith nation in its old, ſim- 
ple, manly, and avguſt chatacter of freedom, 

Miniſters cannot hereafter be ſheltered from the reſpon- 
fibility of theſe proceedings upon the plea of inadvertency 
or miſtake, - heir danger and impolicy, and their certain 
effect to produce the very conjurQure we are at this ma- 
ment placed in, was inſiſted on before the late Parliament 
in both Houeſs in a ſeries of motions, one aſter another, 
during two'whole ſeſſions, conducted with ſuch great abi- 
lities, and {ſupported by ſuch obvious policy, that though 
they had no effect within doors, they wrought an inſenſi— 
ble effect upon the public, which, mixed with the diſtreſ- 
{es of the war, and the impracticability of its object, con- 
vinced the miniſter that his pretenfions muſt at laſt be a- 
bandoned, and led him. amidſi the ſtruggles vf obſtinacy 
and necellity, to purſue that ſyſtem of managemert, du- 
plicity, and evaſion, which has placed us, at length, in 
our preſent fituation, 

On the 6th of February, 1795, Mr. Grey moved a re- 
ſolution, that without preſuming to diftate or to fuggeſt 
the time, nor the mode, nor the lines of negotiation, only 
ſought to remove the formal obſtacle by the acknowledg- 
ment of a power in France competent to negotiate ; * and 
2ppealing for that competency not only to the univerſal 
principles on which all nations had ever aQed towards 
each other, but to the practice and experience of the U. 
nited States of America, and of ſeveral powers of Europe 
in amity with the French republic.” 

'Uhis reſolution was confdered by the miniſter to be in 
ſubſtance the ſame which had been made in the January 
preceding, and was diſpoſed of accordingly by the previous 
queſtion. But Mr, WilLerforce, member for York hire, 
itruck I mult ſuppoſe by the unanſwerable principle and 
moderation of the propoſition, divided with the minority; 
declarivg that the language in the addreſs to his Majeſty's 
ipeech, and on various other occaſions having held out to 
the French, that we would not treat with their preſent 
rulers, it was fit that that inſurmountable obſtacle to peace 
{hould immediately be removed. And that as he latter 
part of the reſolution had no other object, he ſhould give 
it his ſupport,” 
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I mention this circumſtance, becauſe it proves to 2 de- 
monſtrat ion. that independently of all t:rms of negotiation, 
the incapacity of France to negotiate continued ts be the rul- 
ing principle of the war. 

That the ſeſſion might not paſs away, leaving the af- 
fairs of the public in a condition fo, unexampled mo 
eſpecially, as it was plain from a thouſand circum ancee, 
that before Parliament could re aſſemble, the condit. on of 
Great Britain would be leſs commanding, Mr. Fox, on 
the 24th of March, moved that the Houſe might reſolve 
itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of 
the ſtate of the nation. I had the good fortune to hear 
the noble oration by which this motion was ſupported. Its 
principal heads and arguments the public is happily pol- 
ſeſſed of; but not of all the ſubordinate parts which con- 
nected. thera together, much leſs of that awful and com- 
manding eloquence which brought home every part ot it 
to the underitanding and the heart. It did not, however, 
add a ſingle name to the diviſion, and although the inter- 
nal commotions of France were then faſt ſubſiding, though 
her preſent conſtitution was in a ſtate of organization, 
though the King of Pruſha's conduct was more than am— 
biguous, though the French had penetrated into the heart 
of Catalonia, and a peace of neceſſity with Spain was in- 
evitably approaching, and though we were proceeding by 
remonttraace againii the Swiſs cantons, Tuſcany, and 
Genoa, on the ſubject of their neutrality z yet the Par- 
liament was prorogued without any inquiry into the paſt, 
or plan or object tor the ſuture; an inſuperable obſtacle 
oi peace was wantonly preſerved, and France was left un- 
der the ban of excommunication to exhauſt our reſources, 
to ſeparate us from our allies, to extend her conqueſts, 
and upon the unalterable and univerſal principles of hu— 
man conduct, to nouriſh that ſpirit of diftruſt and animo- 
tity, at which we now affect to be ſurpriſed. 

When the parliament met, on the 29th of Oftober, 1795, 
ſome of the changes in the affairs of Europe, which all 
the world, except miniſters, had ſeen the certain approach 
of, had arrived, and the reſt were following. The de- 
teſtable expedition at Quiberon had failed, and covered its 
authors with everlaſting ſhame; all proſpect of keeping 
up rebellion in La Vendee had vaniſhed, and France was 
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far advanced in the orgenlzation of her preſent conſtitu- 
tion; many of our poſlcitons in the Well Indies had been 
over-run and pillaged, the wg of Pruflia had totally de- 
parted from his alliance, and Spain Lad been forcibly de- 
tached from it; the dominion of the Stadtholder had pal- 
{ed away, and bis Qlajeity declared to us to be in a ſtate 
of war with ſubjugated Holland. Winiſters, however ſaw 
nothing in all this, diſoſtrous or alar ming—on the contrary, 
his Majeſty's Foeech began with the following encourag- 
ing declaration: 

It is a great ſatis faction to me to reflect, that not- 


withſtanding the many events unfavourable to the common 


cauſe, the proſpect reiulting from the general fituation of 
affairs ha, in many reſpects, been materially improved in 
the courſe of the preſent war.” 

Amonoſt the enumerated improvements, the alteration 
in the affairs of France was not omitted, and would pro- 
bably have appeared the moſt ſtriking and remarkable ii 
it had not been wholly eclipſed by the concluſion waich 
was diawn from it. ; 

France had now organized her new conſtitution, and as 
the country was looking with encreaſed anxiety to the 
moment when {the might be declared capable of negotia- 
tion, it might have been expected that miniſters would 
bave advited his Mazeſty to conned the communication 
of this important event with the proſpect of immediate 
prace. 

if, by the practice of the conſtitution, the ſpeech of 
the Sovereign | proceeded perſonally trom himſelf, it is im- 
pothble they could have been ſeparated 3 but the ſpeech 
of the King is the ſpeech of his miniſter, and is always fo 
conidered by the Parliament and the nation, and in good 
truth the pre ſent one bears the moſt indelible and g genuine 
marks of its author, 

As the anarchy of France was in a manner admitted to 
be at an end, what was to come next ? A government un- 
doubtedly capable of maintaining the relations of amity—- 
no—this concluſion would have been too rapid a motion 
towards a negotiation. We were therefore told, ** that 
the diſtraction and anarchy which had prevailed in France 
had led to a crifis, of which it was as yet impoſſible to 
foreſee the iſſue; but which, in all human probability, 
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muſt produce couſequences highly important to the inte- 
reits of Europe. 

his bold and penetrating declaration led the way, as 
, might be expected, to the old neceility of proſecutiny the 
war with vigour and alacrity; an d accordingly, wit! | the 
conmunication of new treatFes, this was the concluſion ot 
his Majeſty's ſpecch. Bit in the form of a ſuitable ad- 
dreſs eceived again! E ne of ihe latc Houle ot 
Commons. 

On this occaſion Mr. Fox once more im plored the mi- 
niſters, and the Hoyle, and the nation, to advert to our 
condition, and the utter an Any ality of ſucceeding in 
* object of the war, and propoied an humble add: 5 

© earneſt! ly beſeeching bis Majeſty not to conſider the go- 
verning powers of France to be incapable of maintaining 
the e ee relations of peace and d amity, and appeati- 
ing to the recent treaties {he had entered into, and the 
peace that the already maintained with Prufita, Spain, and 
ſeveral of the princes of the empire.”--- 1 his Tram, pro- 
poſit ion was alſo negatived-- the miniſter, at the ſame time, 
declaring, that when the Conſtitution of France ſhould be 
put in aclivity with the acquieſcence of the nation, fo as 
to enable its legiflature to {peak as the repreſentatises of 
the French people, we e ouglit then to be ready to negoti— 
ate, without any regard to die form or nature of the go— 
vervment, 

Here then was anct! wer explicit admiſſion, that without 
any refuſal on the part of France to negotiate, or upon 
any ſpectic difference (as at preſent) concerning terms oft 
peace, we were {ut Tering her to conlolidate her empire, to 
nourith her animoſitics, to diſſolve our alliances, od: 2 
threaten Europe with univerſal ſul Jug ation: the blood and 
money of England pouring out, in the mean time, nytil 
our conſlitution mongers and augurs of political capacities 
ihould be ſatished that France was fit to be received into 
the holy communion of the robbers and deſtroyers of Po. 
land, 

The longeft day will have an end.” In only a little 
more than a month after this period, France had com- 
pteted her probation to the ſatisfaction of his Mzjeay's 
miniſters, who accordingly adviſed the King to lend a 4 
ſage to the Commons on the « th of December, acquaint- 
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ing the Houſe, “ That the criſis which was depending at 


the beginning of the ſeſſion, had led to ſuch 1 flate of 
things, as would induce his Majeſty to meet any diſpoſi- 
tion to negotiation on the part of the enemy, with an ear- 
neit deſire to give it the fulleſt and ſpeedieſt effect, and to 
conclude a treaty of general peace whenever it could be 
effected on juſt and fuitable terms for bis Rlajeſty and his 
allies.” 

It is ft to pauſe here a little to examine this declara- 
tion; to conſider to what, in honei} effect, though not in 
preciſe words, it pledged the miniſters who adviſed it, 
that we may be enabled to examine the carre{pondence or 
repugnancy of their ſubſequent cosduct to their ſolemn 
engayements in the mouth of their Sovereign. 

The declaration admits the return of France to a ca— 
pacity to maintain the common relations of peace and a- 
mity, becauſe, though it maſks this capacity under the 
vague deſignation of a ate of things, yet a readinels to ne- 
gotiate, in avowed conformity with the King's former de- 
clarations, amounts to a ſubltact.ve admiſſion, that the 


formerly declared obſtacle to peace from the condition of 


France was done away. Moreover, by the expreſlion of 
an earneſt deſire, on the part of his Majeſty, to give the 
fulleſt effect to the ſpeedieſt negotiation of an honourable 
peace, it unqueltionably bound the miniſters to take ſome 
immediate ſlep to manifeſt the ſincerity of that declara- 
tion, But mark the reſervation obvioully introduced into- 
the meſſage to nullify this whole proceeding, 

Miniſters were pledged to no ac, itep whatioever: on 
the contrary, the language of the meſſage compleatly ſe- 
cured to them the privilege of continuing perfectly paſſive 
upon the fubject of peace. His Majeſty ovly expreſſed 
his readineſs to meet any diſpoſition v1 the part of his ene- 
mics to negotiate, Now, conſidering again the royal de- 
claration as not at all perſonal ts the King, but wholly as 
the act of his miniſters, in what language (hall I ſpeak of 
it? Where or how was his Majeity, in the nature of 
things, to meet ſuch pacific diſpoũtions, however they 
might have been entertaired on the part of France? The 
Britiſh government, by the various acts of its Crown and 
Parliament (enumerated in the preceding pages), had in- 
terpoled a poſitive and public obſtacle to negotiation—it 
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had declared the incapacity of the French government; an 
obſtacle the moſt ihſulting and degrading ever offered by 
one independent nation to another; and, notwithſtanding 
this declaration of the new ſtate of things in the meſſage, 
it is plain that this obſtacle fill continued. 

The declaration was a mere private communication of 
the King of Great Britain 70 his own Par/ameni: it con— 
tained no ſignification to France of this change of ſentiment 
regarding her government. The exiſtence of a govern- 
ment was not even acknowledged. If indeed his Majeſty 
had accompanied the communication to his own Parliament 
with an authoritative declaration to the new government 
of France, acknowledging its civil capacity as the repre- 
ſentative of the French nation, and expreſling a readineſs 
to negotiate, even in the paſſive language of the meſiage, 
I ſhould then have conſidered ſuch a proceeding as a fair 
motion towards peice, But I again make my conſtant 
appeal to the enlightened good ſenſe of the country, 
whether, without making France at all a party to this 
proceeding, without any declaration 79 her, that we faw 
that capacity in her government admitted by the meſlage 
but which we had ſo long denied, it was poſhble miniſters 


- conld believe for a moment that they were really advan- 


cing in the work of peace. I Gefire to ſtand or fall in the 
whole of what I have written, as this plain queſtion fhail 
be anſwered hy every man whole realon is not diſordered, 
or whoſe heart is not corrupted. 

When the meſſage came to be taken into conſideration 
in the Houſe of Commons en the gth of December, the 
remarks I have made upon the wording of it were com- 
| pletely illuſtrated. The addreſs breathed nothing but vi- 
gorous preparations for continuing the war-—not a hint 
was given of any communication to France of our ſenti— 
ments concerning her new government; nor was there any 
thing in the language of miniſters that could lead France 
even to believe, that we looked towards a negotiation in 
the genuine temper and ſpirit of peace. 

In oppoſition to this addreſs, en amendment was moved 
by Mr. Sheridan, © lamenting that his Majelty had been 
led to conſider the internal order of things in France as 
an obttacle to peace, becauſe it the preſent order of things 
were admitted as the inducement to negotiation, a change 
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ef that order of things might be conũdered as a ground 
for diſcontinuing negotiation begun, or even for abandon- 
ing a treaty concluded; and praying his Majelty to give 
diſtinct directions, that immediate negotiation might be 
entered upon for the above ſalutary object.” I forbear 
to notice the powerful manner by which this molt ſeafon- 
able propoſition was ſupported, becauſe it might ſeem as 
it it were the only oceaſion in which this extraordinary 
perion had employed his great talents in Parliament upon 
the fubjeQ of the war. I have not before had occaſion to 
name Mr, Sheridan, becauſe my object naturally led me 
to the propoſitions made in Parliament during the war, and 
not to the debates on them, which are in the hands of eve- 
ry body; but when I am brought to name him as the mover 
of this amendment, it is but a juſt tribute to ſo happy an 
union of public ſpirit and genius, to expreſs my admiration 
of the various powers of his mind, which nature has ſo ſel- 
dom united, A ſuperior and ſublime eloquence, the force 
of ſound reaſoning, and the happieſt command of wit, 
which ſerves occationally to expole when no arguments 
would defeat, and which affords the happieſt illuſt ration of 
Pope's defcription of this rare and uſeful qualification. 

For the ſame reaſons, let me not be thought to have 
overlooked the merits of the few excellent and accomplith- 
ed perſons who compoſe the minority in both Houſes of 
Parliament, and who havediitinguithed themſelves by their 
talents and Headineſs in the caule of their country—emidſt 
the moſt mortifying and dilpiriting circumitances which e- 
ver attended any oppoſition ia Britiſh Houles of Parlia- 
ment. This jimall body of men have ſtood firmly and in- 
defatigably at their polls, animated by the ſenſations which 
a great moral writer aſcribes to greatneſs under temporary 
depreſſion and wegleQ; © Little diſappointed, not at all de- 
jected, relying upon their own merit with Ready conſcioul- 
neſs; and waiting, without impatience, the vienſitudes of 
opinion and the impaitiality of a future generation.“ 


; | 5 
From the th ot December, 1795. when this meſſage 


from the King was agitated, and the prop. ition for nego— 
tiation was negatived, until the Sth of March, 1796, 
when Mr. Wicknam tran'mitted the note“ to M. Baithe- 


* See the note alluded to in his Majeſty's late meſſage, and prirt- 
ed with che other parts ot the negociation, on Lord » almethury”; 
return from Faris, for the ute of both Hoales of Parhament, 
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lemi, no motion whatſoever, dire ly or indirectly, was 
made by miniſters towards peace vn the contraty, when 
they were again urged to it by a motion of Mr. Grey, in 
the Houle of Commons, on the 6th of February, the an- 
{wer was, that though the negotiation had been declared 
inadmiſſible they were not to be bound hand and foot to 
negotiate; and we are now therefore brought, at laſt, to 
the period of Mr. Wickham's propoſition, the true crite- 
rion by which the wiſdom and fincerity of miniſters, on 
the ſubje& of peace, muſt be eſtimated ; not only becauſe 
Loth the time and the mode were the refult of their own 
long deliberations, but becauſe they have been pleaſed to 
aſſert, in his Majeſty's late royal declaration, that the 
ſtep in queſtion was the beſt calculated for its object; that 
the anſwer of the French governmeut was haughty and e- 
vaſi ve, aud affected to queſtion the ſincerity of thole dil- 
poſitions of which his Majeſty's conduct atforded /o unc- 
gutvocal a proof.” Laying in conſtutional claim, a third 
time, to conſider his Majeſty's declaration as the declara- 
tion of his miniſter merely, and for which he is perſonally 
reſponſible, I utterly deny that the beſt ſtep, or that any 
Jaſt or rational ſtep was taken by miniſters in Mr. Wick- - 
haia's propoſitions towards peace, And I aflert, that it 
was impoſſible that France ſhould not actually entertain 
that ſuſpic ion of our ſincerity which the declaration charges 
to be affected. 

In order to eſtabliſh the grounds of this aſſertion, I de- 
fire only to recur to the obſervation which I have already 
made upon his Majeſty's meſſage in the December preced- 
Ing. 

Till that time, France had been declared incapable of 
maintaining the common civil interceurſe of nations. Her 
governmeat had been publicly branded to all Europe as a 
den of tyrants and robbers, and her country had been in- 
vaded, not only by foreign war, but by her revolted ſub- 
jects, under Engliih banners, to delolate France by intel. 
tine and civil fury. 

1 am not now re- arguing the impropriety of ſuch 2 pro- 
ceeding, [ am only ſtating the fact, in order to eſtimate 
its natural effects. 

When Mr. Wickham made his propoſition ing March, 
no notification (as I have obſer ved already) had been given 
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- which thele unfortunate men were contending. 
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to France that any change of ſentiment had taken place in 
0 c Britiſh councils on the lubje&t of her goveimnent, 
:ther could the read it in the conduct of the war. Eng- 
hed was ſtill endeavouring to engage the activity of her 
allles in the original cauſe which had confederated Europe. 
She continued as before to ſubſidize the Emperor, and, 
what is more important, ſhe continued to pay tbe army of 
the Prince of Conde, made up of French noblemen, who 
could not be ſuppoſed to be fighting for the new French 
conſtitution, and whom, by the bye, they never took into 
pay until they had io effect given up the very cauſe for 
Under theſe circumſtances, could France really believe 
that we were ſincerely converted to her repubiican go— 
vernment hy the diviſion of the Council of Ancients from 


the Council of Five Hundred, and in the ftrikiag fimili— 


tude between the five perſons of the DireQory-and the he- 
reditary unity of the monarchical part of a ſtate? Had we 
acknowledged her government? or had we told her of 
this happy and wonderful converſion { or is there a man 
of honour in England, who will lay his hand upon his 
heart and ſay, that he believes this new French confſtitu- 
tion, this legitimate infant of a month old, was the cauſe 
of the King's melloge ? Nay, further, who will not admit 
that the growing ucceſſities of the country, and the feel- 
ings of the people on the ſubject of the war, did not ſolely 
and ſingly produce it? And that miniſters were tecling 
their way towards peace, whilſt they were taking the 
chance of the tables to ſupport and to triumph in the war? 
Let Mr. Burke and Lord Fitzwilliam anſwer theſe quel- 
tions, reſpeQtable witneſſes as they are, from the confilien- 
cy of their teſtimony.---Let them tell us upon their ho- 
nours, where was the difference between this new order of 
things expreſſed in the King's meſſage, and the old order 
of things, which was with them and minitters together, and 


lll with. them, the foundation of the war with France, and 


the flame that fed it from the beginning. How could we 
then be ſo weak as to expect, that a moſt ſubtile, intulted, 
aud enraged enemy, would believe what we do not believe 
ourſelves, and what no man of common ſenſe ever did, or 
to the end of the world will believe. , 

But ſuppoſing.theſe obtervations to be out of the queſ- 
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tion, was there any thing in the mode of Mr, Wickbam's 
propoiition as connected with the antecedent or with the 
exiſting relations of the two countries, which gave it even 
the air of a ſerious and manly embaſſy from one great ſtate 
at war with another; Mr. Wickham had no diplomatic 
character conferred upon him for the purpoſe of negotia- 
tion---he was only the miniſter to the Swils cantons: he 
had no ſpecific inſtructions from his court on the ſubject, 
except indeed thole which he communicated to Mr. Bar- 
thelimi, viz. © Tat he was not in any manner authoriſed 
to enter with him into any negociation or diſcuſton upon the 
Jubjetl of his note.” 

The object, therefore, of Mr. Wickham's propeſition, 
and the extent of this authority, were to pump M. Bar- 
thelimi, A new title in the code of diplomacy, perfeQly 
ſvitable to the novel principles upon which the war had 
teen engaged. But what muſt be deciſive with every 
thinking perſon, that miniſters were rather ſeeking for ſome 
public juſtification for continuing the war than anxiouſly 
looking for an opening towards peace, is their conduct upon 
receiving the anſwer of France tranimitted to Mr, Wick- 

m. 

This anſwer, like the late one to Lord Malmeſbury at 
Paris, ſet up the French conſtitution as an abſolute bar to 
the ceſſĩion of any part of the territory of the republic, but 
in other reſpects inviting negotiation. 

Now | am not at all about to juſtify this pretenſion of 
France, far leſs the reaſou of it, which I conlider to be 
perfectly frivolous, and unworthy of a great and enlight- 
ened nation in its communication with another; but for 
that very reaſon I conſider the anſwer as more favourable 
for continuance of negotiation than if ſhe had reſuſed the 
ceſſion on the ground of national ſafety produced by the 
aggreſſions of the confederacy ; becauſe as no determina- 
tion was expreſſed to keep Belgium, except for a reaſon 
which further diſcuſſion might well have thewn to be no 
reaſon at all, it appears to me to have opened to miniſters 
(had they really been anxious for prace) a far better op- 
portunity for Keeping negotiation open, than when they 
afterwards ſent Lord Malmeſbury to Paris io recommence 
jt; and which, if accompanied with a gentleneſs and 
frankneſs, not only conſiſtent with, but the very charac» 
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teriſtic of, independence and greatneſs, might have been 
attended with the moſt ſalutary conſequences. Inſtead of 
this, what was the conduct of the very men who now talk 
to us of their ſincerity, and who demand our confidence 
as peace-make1s ? 

Although Mr. Wickham's note was a collateral, pri- 
vate, and, I might almoft ſay, a confidential communica- 
tion from Mr. Wickham to M. Barthelemi. to ſound the 
diſpoſitions of the French government as a channel to fur- 
ther communications; yet no ſooner was this an{wer giv- 
en, and by the ſame collateral mode of communication we 
had ourſelves preſcribed, than we immediately and eager- 
ly ſeized the opputtunity of officially“ publiſhing it to all 
Europe in the name of the Court of London, making it 
the vehicle of freſh abuſe upon France, and of a new ſpur 
to the vigorous proſecution of the war. 

But what is worſt of all (and for which, in my cpinion, 
min:lters deſerve the ſevereſt cenſure and puniſhment), 
they dictated in this note a language for their ſovereign 10 
all the courts of Europe, containing a pledge ſcareely pre- 
ſerved already, and from which perhaps, it may be wil- 
dom heteaſter wholly to depart, © While theſe diſpoſitions 
fall be perſiſted in,” (ſays the note of the Court of Lon. 
don, adverting to the refuſal to diſannex any part of the 
French territory)“ nothing is left for the King but to 
proſecute a war equally juſt and neceflary.” I he note then 
goes on to ſay, that whenever the King's enemies thould 
manifeſt more pacific ſentiments, his Majeſty would then 
concur With his allies in meaſures the beſt calculated to 
reſtore peace.” 

Now let us ſee how well bis NM ajeſty's miniſters have 
maintained this dignified langnage of their Sovereign ; let 
us examine whether, for the mere purpoſe of obtaining mo- 
ney for the proſecuting their favourite war, they did not 
hold out fallacious hopes of peace when not a ſhadow of 
new hope exilted ; whether they did not make bis Majel- 
ty lower the tone of his public declaration to all Ku- 
rope,” by ſending a public embaſſy to Paris without any 
manifeſtations of more pacific ſentiments in our enemies 
and whether, for the miere occaſion, they did not falſely 


* Vide the note dated 1oth of April, 1756, lately pubtiſhed for 
the ule of the two Houles of Parliament. en" 
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create a ſtrong ſenſation ia the public mind on the ſubject 
of peace. Whether kt ney did not tacitly, and in ſubſtance, 
hold out that ſomething important had happened fince the 
date of the circular note of the court of London, opening 
a new profpett of treating with effed. although they knew 
that things were not merely in the {ame condition, but in 
a mach worſe z becauſe the interval had not been employ - 
ed in conciliatory conduct; becauſe the French might 
have been expected to be more havghty by recent ſuc- 
ceſſes, which were beyond the reach of imagination in the 
March preceding; and becauſe, nevertheleſs, miniſters 
had privately refolved to refit their former pietenfions op— 
poled to Mr. Vi ickham's negotiation by #n ablolute /ane 
qua non 1a the front of the new one to be ſet on foot. 

It would be an attront to the public to maintain by ar- 
gument what fpeaks for itſelf, yet, to preſerve the thread 
of the precceding, ſome notice muſt be taken of this im- 
pol tant embally, 

I have long bad 2 honour to be well acquainted with 
Lord IMialmetbury ; 1 greatly reſpe& his diplomatie talents, 
and J {ee no wr to change my opinion from any thing 
which is perional i him in the late pegotiation, I la- 
ment the nirrowneſs of his powers, and, indeed, it 1 were 
perſonally his eneray, I might as weil abvſe the bell man, 
if 1 reccired a libel by the poſt, as ieflect upon a meſſen- 
ver becauſe he happens to be called an awbs!lador. 

From the gih of April laſt, the date of the circular note 
of the court uf London, till the opcuing of 1i.ec new Par- 
liamept in November, which announced Lord Malmeſbu— 
ry's miltion, no intermediate ſtep towards negotiation had 
been taken; and a very ſtrong ſenlation began to prevail 
in the public mind on the ſubject. From the enormous 
public expenditure more alarming difhcultes, in the way 
of the ſupplies, were at the fame time approaching than 
any Britiſh miniſter ever had to encounter. The ordina- 
ry plan of a common loan was abandoned; and, as it was 
impoſſible to foreſee with certainty the retources which the 
overflowing zeal of the public {o rapidly provided, {chemes 
of finance wholly new to England, and alien to her con- 
flitution, were publicly in agitation. Nothing, indeed, 
but Lord Malmetbury's million could probably have pre- 
vented the experiment; but a direQ motion towards peace 
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by a dignified embaſſy, and the profpeR of obtaining it, 
which was induſtriouſly held out alſo, naturally animated 
the public zeal, and ſupplied with popularity the neceſſities 
of government. ; 

To give time for this operation, was the obvious plan 
of the forms in which Lord Malmeſbury was inſtructed to 
negotiate. Miniſters had determined (no matter whether 
. properly or not) to inſiſt, that Belgium ſhonld not continue 

4 to be a part of France. The French Directory, on the 

| other hand, (no matter whether properly or not) had de- 

} termined not to cede it; and this determination they had 

publicly expreſſed in the month of March preceding. If 

England, therefore, with this determination of diſznnex- 

ing Belgium as a fine gua non, the propriety of which I am 

{till not diſcuſſing. bad really fet on foot the negotiation, 

1 with a view to aſcertain whether France ſtill perſiſted in 

q this unjuſt and unfounded pretenſion, as expreſſed by M. 

Barthelemi to Mr. Wickham, the buſineſs could not have 

4 laſted a day. It wovld of courſe have begun with a direct 

| reference tothe formerly exprefſed determination in March; 

it would have contained a candid, and, in my opinion, an 

| eaſy refutatioa of its principles, and would have demand- 

14 ed an eniwer. This ſimple courſe would have brought the + 

| matter to an inſtantaneous concluſion. But, inſtead of 

this direct and obvious procedure, what do the papers which | 

have been laid on the table of the Houſe of Commons.real- | 

. ly contain? what have been the proceedings of this em- 

baſſy, which ſeaſonably occupied fo many weeks, amufing 
the Engliſh public while the loan was tranſatting ? 

The whole proceeding is neither mcre nor leſs than this 
the court of London having refolved upon a five ga non, 
which they did got at firſt communicate, and which was | 
in direQ oppoſition to the former public /e gua non of 
France, as expref{:d in the March precediog, propoſe mu— | 
tual compenſation as the baſis of negotiation The Exe- 
cutive Directory, being determined not to adopt that baſis 
[ of compevſation which ſhould break in upon their former 
determination, not to c-de the territory of the republic, 
anſwer, that they cannot accept compenſation as a balls, 
unleſs they know what it comprehends, and they there- 
fore demand of Lord Malmeſbury to ſtate his ſpecific pro- 
poſition of compenſation. This demand the ambaſſador, 
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ia purſuance of his inſtructions, of courfe refuſes, until the 
Directory ſhould firſt admit the baſis. After a confider- 
able length of time in this diſpute about vothing, the 
French Directory. who never meant, nor in common ſenſe 
could mean, that mutual compenſation (1h? baſis of every 
pollible peace) ſhould not be the baſis of the propoled one, 
but who were only determined not to accept that baſis of 
compenſation which comprehended the Netherlands, at 
laſt confent to remove this ridiculous ſlumbling-block, and, 
by M. Delacroix's letter to Lord Malmetbury the 29th of 
November, they hold this language to him, which accord- 
ingly removed it. 

Our anſwer, of the 5th and 22d of lall Brumaire, 
contained an acknowledgment of the principle of compen- 
ſation, by aſking you to tate what it comprehended. But 
to avoid all farther pretext of diſcuſſion on the ſubject, 
the Executive Directory now makes the pelitive declara- 
tion of ſuch acknowleygment, and Lord Malmeſbury is 
accordingly again invited in the terms of the propolal of 
22d Brumaire, to defignate without delay and expreſs! y 
the objects of reciprocal compentation which he has to 
propoſe,” 

Now if peace, or the /ant alternative between peace 
and war, had been the ſerious object of this embaſiy, was 
not a man of the ambaſſador's high dignity and great ca- 
pacity to be entruſted with even a ſingle term which con— 
itituted the /ine quad non of his embaily ? that fople term 
was not, however, entruſted to Lord Malmeſbury ; and 
after the public mind was kept ſtretched upon the rack of 
impatience, the ambaſſador had no anſwer at all to give 
upon the ſubject, but detired to contult his court. the 
reaſon of this ſtrange departure from the ordinary aud na- 
tural courſe of negotiation, in the hands of a high and ac-— 
complithed ambaſſador, all the world is alccady aware of, 
Procraſtination was moſt material, not only from the par- 
ticular circumſtance of the loan, but from the critical ſtate 
of the war. When the embally was firſt projected, we 
were in the lowelt ebb of diſgrace and mis fortune. We 
had nothing left to cover our nakedneſs but what we had 
torn from the Dutch, for whole protection we went to 
war; and our laſt ally, the Emperor, was likely to be 


even beſieged in his capital: but whilſt Lord Malmeſbury 
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was at Paris, the unexampled ſpirit and gallantry of the 
Archduke Charles changed the face of things, and the 
ſeaſon bec:une favourable for negociation to lie upon its 
OAars., 2 

At laſt, however, the ſpecified demand of compenſa— 
tion, which every bo ly is acquainted with, was tranſmir- 
ted to, and delivered by Lord Malmeſbury, in which Eng- 
land demanded reffitution to the Emperor, on the footing 
of the Hatun ante bellum. This demand was not expreſſed 
in terms as a /ine qua non, or ultimatum, upon the face of 
the confidential memorial; but in the collateral diſcuſſions 
with M. Delacroix, it was expreſſed as a poſitive ultima. 
tum that Be/nium /Pould not remain as part of France. This 
appears by Lord Malmeſbury's letter to Lord Grenville 
in the following words“: „ You then perſiſt (faid M. 
Delacroix), in applying this principle to Belßium? J an- 
iwered, Moſt certainly: and I ſhould not deal fanly with 
you if I helitated to declare in the outſet of the negotia- 
tion, that on this point you muſt entertain no expettaticn 
that bis Majg/ly will relax, or ever conſent to ſee Belgium a 
part of Frartte.” And again in the ſame letter, © He (N. 
Delacroix) again aſked me, Whether in his report he was 
to ſtate the diſuniting Belgium as a e gua non from 
which his Majeſty would not depart? I replied, Jt me 
certainly was @ fine qua non from which his Maje/ly would 
not depart.” And again in the very next paragraph, © M. 
Delacroix repeated þis concern at the peremptory way in 
which 1 made this aſſertion; and aſked Whether it would 
admit of- no modification ? I replied, If France could in 
a contre projet, point out a practicable and adequate one, 
ill beeping in view that the Netherlands muſt not be French, 
or /ibely again to fall ito the hands of France, ſuch a pro- 
poſal might certainly be taken into conſideration.” 

This /a expreſſion, which has been conſidered as open- 
ing the negociation, by the admiſſion of a contre projet, not 
only re- inſiſts upon the original fine qua non, but even adds 
another, not expreſſed before; for Lord Malmeſbury adds, 
that this contre projet mult not only keep in view, that Bel- 
gium ſhould not be French, which he had ſaid before; 


* This letter is very creditable to Lord Malmeſbury ; it never 
could be intended for publication, yet it has all the perſpicuity, cor- 
reanels, and elegance, of the moſt Rudied performance. 
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„ but, that it ſhould not be again likely to fall into the 
hands of France.” 

Unis private diſcuſſion being fnithed, M. Delacroix, 
but without poſitive inſtructions, expreſſed his own appre- 
henſion, that this would ter:ninate the nerntiation, and 
tranſmitted the note and confidential memorial to his go- 


vernment, 


The Executive DireQory having received them, and 
having learned undoubtedly from M. Delacioix, by Lord 
Malmcibury's permiſſion, that the retroceſiion of Belgium 
from France, Hue not nici al y expreſſed in the memorial 
as an uilimatum, was nevertheleſs abſolutely inßded on 
as /uch, they demanded of Lord Malmetbury that he would 
ſend his ultimatum gficrally in torun g. '| his demand was 
expreſſed in the following words: And to require of 
vou to give into me oficia/ly, in twenty-four hours, your 
ultimatum ſigned by you.” 

This required ultimatum had undoubtedly a pointed re- 
ference to Belgium, and cannot be conſidered as a requi- 
fition of an ultimatum upon evecy collateral pomt of ne- 
gotiatiom It ſeems to have been fo underſtood by Lord 
Malmeibury hiimſelf; for his Lordihip referring to his of- 
ficial note, and allo to his verbal declaraiions to M. De- 
lacroix, connecting them properly together, expreſſes him- 
ſelf thus: “ He therefore can add nothing to the aſſu— 
rances which he has already given to the minifter for fo— 
reign affairs, as well by word of meuth as in his official 
note, 

this anſwer from Lord Malmeſbury, which was cor- 
rect, explicit, and manly, incorporated by inference the 
unoficial fine quad non, delivered verbally to M. Delacroix, 
with the official demand of the flatus ante bellum, contained 
in the confidential memorial. The Directory conſidered 
it as ſuch, and therefore repeated their former ultimatum 
on that point, as expreſſed in the March preceding to Mr. 
Wickham, vz. hat they would liſten to no propoſal 
contrary to the conflitution, to the laws, and to the trea- 
ties which bind the Republic.” This anſwer being ulti- 
matum againſt ultimatum, upon a particular point, the 
negotiation was brought to an inevitable concluſion; and 
it 1s ſelf-evident, that this muſt have been its fate in one 
day or in one hour, if Great Britain, aware, with the ret 
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very little to the argument of our ſituation. 
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of Europe, of the former determination of France regard- 
ing Belgium, and determined to continue to reſiſt thar 
pretenſion, had aſked her at once whether the would con- 
lent to modify or to abindon it, 

When the details of this negotiation came to be conſi— 
dered in the Houſe of Commons, on the goth of Decem- 
ber laſt, the minifter diſplayed all that dexterity and abi- 
lity, for which he is fo remarkable. His object was to 
conceal from the Houle theſe obvious conclutions which 
ſtare one in the face from reading the proceedings, and to 
incenſe the Parliament and the nation at the infolent un— 
founded pretences of France, which deleated, by their 
unparalleled abſurdity and inadmiſſibility, the earneſt anx- 
iety of miniſters for peace. He wilely, therefore, and ably, 
and dextroully, kept in the back ground the thing refuled, 
which formed the obſtacle, He prudently ſuppreſſed che 
details of his own adminiſtration, which had given to 
France both the power and the temper to refuſe the de— 
manded ceftion of Belgium, and brought forward, with 
the greateſt addreſs, the unfounded reaſons for the refaſal ; 
reaſons, which I am the laſt man to ſupport ; which 1 
think are abſurd and ridiculous, but which wete, in fact, 
Mr. Pitt 
knew this, and therefore ſeized upon it às the weak point 
of his adverſary. He made it every thing in his view of 
conlidering the termination of the negotiation, and tri- 
umphed with the Houſe by a forcible and eloquent, but, 
for the following reaſons, a fallacious ſtatement. 

The danger of ſuffering Belgium to remain with France 
was much ſunk in his argument, and the evil mainly in— 
ſiſted upon was her wnfuunded reaſon for reſiſting the cel- 
ſion. He not only enlarged upon the injuſtice of a nation 
finally annexing a territory acquired during war“; but 
appealing to the French conltitution, he dented that it 


* Mr. Pitt appears to have forgot the annexation of Corlica, by 
his Majeſty's ſolemn acceptance ot its crown; and 1 will not inſult 
the King, by ſuppoſing, that if the fate of war had permitted it, and 
the Corſicans had claimed our protection as the price of their ac- 
cepted allegiance, our gracious ſovereign would have abandoned 
them to the poſſible reſeatment of their former governors, How- 
ever, as the crown was accepted without the conſent of Parliament, 
the difficulty might have been got over, and miniſters might have de- 
nied that Corſica had ever been legally annexed to the Eritiſh crown. 
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eſtabliſhed its annexation. This part of the miniſter's 
ſpeech was by far the molt laboured, argumentative, and 
ingenious 3 inſomuch, that I could not help being f ruck, 
in the moment, with the force of that charaQerittic ;nfir- 
mity, which ſeems to impel him as it were, by a law of 
his natvre, to act always upon one principle under the pre- 
text of another, 

If the poſſeſſion of Belgium by France, from its extent 
of coalt and other local circumſtances, be really ſo dange- 
rous to England in her inſular character, or as connected 
in intereſt with the political balances of the continent, 
that it is ſound policy to continue the war at all evnets, 
in the hopes of compelling its reſtitution, then the defence 
of the miniſter for his preſent conduct would be ſubſtan- 
tial; but it is plain that his defence in that caſe would be 
founded upon the refuſal of France to give up Belgium, 
and not upon the reaſons for which the refuſed it. 

To try the force of this reaſoning, let me ſuppoſe the 
had been willing to cede Belgium, and every territory of 
any conſequence demanded of her, with the exception of 
ſome inſigniſic ant fort or town, which ſhe had refuſed up- 
on the footing of annexation during the war, under her 
conftitution, Let me further ſuppoſe (which is neceſſary 
for bringing the touchſtone to the argument), that it was 
admitted the thing refuſed was of no conſequence or value 
to Great Britain. In ſuch a caſe, is any man prepared to 
contend, that we ought to continue the war, no for the 
ceffion of additional territory, but to beat the French out 
of an unfounded realon for reſulting what we did not want? 
Having been at war fo long to detivoy her whole con{l:- 
tution, and having at laſt abandoned its deſtruction, were 
ue now ty continue it only to batter this chip from 
of a corner of it? Or, admittin g the conftitution of Fragce 
to be a rule for France, were we to ipend a hund:ed mil: 
lions raore to prove that the did not underſtand her own 
conſtitution, and that Mr. Pitt was the only able com- 
mentator upon the text of it? To do Mr. Pitt juſtice, 
tot withſtanding his public pretences, he does not {erioatly 
obtain ſuch an abſurdity. The putting forward the 1ca- 
ſon of refuſal which is unfounded and fzllacious, and keep. 
ing back the view of the real queltion, the value of the 
thing refuſed, and the chance of retrieving it by continu« 
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ing the war, It was to hide from the Houſe and the Coun- 
try, that we were attually i be at war for Belgium. 

To put this plain truth beyond the reach of controver- 
ſy, let me ſuppoſe (to expoſe our ſtate quackery) that 
France were to abandon the ground of political annexa- 
tion altogether, and to allert, as ſhe has to her own peo- 
ple, her poſſeiſion of the Netherlands upon the principle 
of fafety againit future aggreſhon from the northern 
powers of Europe---thould we, in that event, be nearer to 


a peace ? The belt anſwer to this queſtion is an appeal to 


the King's firſt note delivered by Lord Malmeſbury, 
wherein originated the baus of negotiation. The ceſſion 
of Belgium to the Emperor is there propoſed by the King 
upon the footing, that the ſacred obligation of his crown, 
and the force of treaties, rendered it binding upon bis 
Majeſty to demand it. 

Upon 7% baſis of negotiation it is plain, thet the refu- 
ſat of ce ſian, whatever might have been the reaſon for-it, 
or a refuſal without a reaſon, mult equally have termina- 
ted the negotiation 3 becauſe the ſacred obligations of his 
Majeſty's crown, and the binding force of treaties, have 
no relation whatever to the reliitance of arrogant preten- 
tions of France againſt the law of nations, but apply 
wholly to the duty impoſed upon his Majeſty to obtain for 
the Emperor the poſſeſſion of the Netherlands, 

The war ts therefore continued at this moment in conſe. 
quence of the fine qua non of Great Britain, which is Bel. 
gium, and not at all upon the reaſon given why that fine gu 
non 1s refifled; ſince it is plain, that if the-cetlion of Hel- 
gium to the Emperor be our u/ymatum, the refuſal of 
yielding to that ultimatum muſt have been an abſolute bar 
to peace, whatever might have been the reaſon of refuſing 
to accede to it, or though no reaſon had been given by 
the party refuſing. 

The Britiſb nation is therefore at this moment at war for 
Belgium: fince, ſuppoſing all other obſtacles could be re- 
moved, this territory, upon the footing of the late nego- 
tiation, remains an unſuperable bar to peace; England 
inifting to demand, and France to refule it. 

But is the annexation of Belgium, thus artfully put for- 
ward, as if it were the grand embarraſſment, the only 
reaſon given or entertained by France for refuſing the de- 
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manded ceſſion? We know the contrary. It appears from 
NI. Delacroix's diſcuſſion with Lord Malmeibury, that 
though it could not be ceded by an act of the executive 
power, and conſequently not by the DireQory, as the ba- 
ſis of a treaty, yet that it might be done by the convoca- 
tion of primary aſſemblies ; but France has given other 
public and official reaſons to her own ſubjeQs , and which 
are unqueſtionably her real ones) why this courſe is not 
likely to be taken, and why the ceſſion of Belgium will pro- 
bably not be admitted. 

Theſe reaſons involve miniſſers in that deep reſponſibi— 
lity which it has been the object of theſe pages to make 
plain to the Britiſh nation. France conſiders the original 
annexation of Belgium as an act of neceſſity impoſed up- 
on her by the aggreſſion of confederated Europe and ſhe 
maintains the poſſeſſion of it againſt the future aſſaults of 
the ſame conſpiracy. 

Until the treaty of Pilnitz had been framed for the de- 
ſtruction of her conflitution, and the diſmembermert of 
her emvire, ſhe had not extended its limits. Ihe koſlile 
lyſtem of Europe againſt France had been reſolved on, and 
the Emperor had actually begun the war, before the Ne- 
therlands were invaded. The entreaties of Lovis the Six- 
teenth to the Emperor Joſeph to defift from his purpoſes, 
and to maintain the tranquillity of Europe, were molt ear— 
neſt and affecting. Ihey bore his name as Kiog of the 
French; and though they were the public aQs of his mi— 
nilters, yet their ſincerity was avowed and juſiſted on by 
that moſt unfortunate prince upon his trial, and ſhortly 
before his death. Long after the war wasraging in Europe, 
and when his fate became hourly more critical by the ill— 
omened protection of deſpots, the ſame earneſt appeal was 
made by him to the councils of Great Britain; our me- 
diation with the Emperor was garneſtly intreated, and 
haughtily refuſed; the continuation of peace, cn the re— 
nunciation of conqueſt and aggrandizement, was alſo hum- 
bly offered, and with the ſame loftineſs reje &ed. 

The ſame offers were renewed on the part of the repub- 
lic, and were not merely reſiited, but repelled with inſult 
by the ſudden diſmiffion of the ambaſſador from the king- 
dom. 


Since that god Europe and France have been oppoſed 
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to each other. If the combined princes could at any time 
have penetrated through Alſatia, or through the Nether- 
lands, into the territories of the republic, the republic 
muſt have fallen. And could they do ſo to-morrow, 
France mult feel that her independence would be endan- 
gered. This fituation probably produced the annexation 
of the Netherlands, and the ſenſe of ſimilar dangers now 
oppoles its retroceſſion. 

Theſe are facts; and they not only expoſe the miſcon- 
duct of miniſters, but demonſtrate, that whilſt their ſy\- 
tem of policy remains in force, there is no hope that 
France, feeling a ſenſe of ſecurity, will relax from demands 
which a natural anxiety for ſecurity has ſuggeſted. 

I can have no pleaſure in adverting to this calamitous 
proſpect. But it is not by concealing the public diitem- 
per that its cure can be effeted—to heal the wound, it 
muſthave probed. —if I am charged (as Mr. Fox lately was 
in the Houſe of Commons) with ſuggeſting arguments to 
the enemy, I anſwer, that they are not my private argu- 
ments, but the public arguments of France; that, to pluck 
them from her mouth, we muſt by wiſe councils change the 
temper that dictates them, and by removing her ſenſe of dan- 
ger which gives them ſtrength with her people, detach her 
trom the ſyſtem ſhe purſues. Let us not deceive ourlſelves—- * 
nations and the councils of nations are made up of men; and 
their operations mult invariably be purſued upon human in- 
tereſts and mixed up with human paſſions. Upon this princi- 
ple I deſire to aſk, whether Great Britain, under the direc- 
tion of her preſent councils, can expe from France, whom 
they have ſo long thruſt out from the pale of civil ſociety, the 
lame temper and conceſſion as if the war had been conduc- 
ted upon the ordinary principles of belligerent nations ? 
It may be very de/ireable, that, upon the firſt moment of 
our return to our ſenſes, all theſe things ſhould be forgot- 
ten and overlooked ; but is it in the nature of human af- 
fairs that this ſhould happen? 

Let us aſſimilate a conteſt with a nation compoſed of 
men, to a quarrel with an individual man, in ſo rude a 
ſtate of ſociety as that there ſhould be no certain law to 
give a rule for both. The analogy is a cloſe one, becaule 
nations have no common ſuperior. If, inftead of differing 
with a man upon ſome intelligible point ag controver!y, 
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ſome diſtin& claim of poſſeſſion violated, or ſome perſona! 
iniult unredrefled, and for which I demanded ſatisfaction, 
I ihould proclaim him as a wreich unfit for the exerciſe 
of focial life, combine all his neighbours to deſiroy his 
dwelling, and invite his children and fervants to rob and 
murder him, until inſulted nature, ſummoning up more 
than ordinary ſtrength, might enable him to reſiſt the con- 
ſpiracy, to enlarge his boundaries on the fide from whence 
the attacks had been made, and to fet his houſe in order 
for the return of domeitic life :-- ſoppoſe | ſhould then 
ſuddenly affect to ſce a great change in him, and were to 
declare that I now found him to be a min capable of neigh- 
bourhood, and that if he would reſtore to his neighbours 
what be had taken from them L would be at peace with 
him ; whilit human nature is human nature, what anſwer 
might I expe? He would ſay undoubtedly—if 1 believ- 
ed vou to be ſincere, and that you and my neighbours, a- 
gainſt «hom | have been compelled to take ſecurity, were 
in earneſt to keep the pezce with me, I might be diſpoſed 
to liſten to your propolition. | told you originally that I 
had no wiſh to enlarge my boundaries, and that I only 
deſired to be at peace: but now, if | remove it, what le- 
curity have I, that, when your bruiles are healed, brovght 
on by your own violence, I may not be the victim of a 
freſh conſpiracy when | may be leſs able to refiftit? I 
muſt, therefore, keep what you compelled me for my en 
ſecurity to occupy. I have, belides, borrowed mu ey 
upon the property I was thus entitled to take; the „% u— 
pants have laid out money on them; they aſlilled me in 
my diſtreſs; they preveuted jny utter rum by yorr © ne 
ſpiracy ; and I have {worn not to delert them, Ih wild 
be the anſwer of every man, and of every nation wider 
heaven, when the proud provokers of ilrile are the baflled 
propoſers of peace. 

With regard to the actual danger of ſuTering Bel. tum 
to remain with France, I am not ſulliciently maſter of the 
ſubje to be qualified public y to dilculs it. It involves 
many weighty conliderations, and is a fair ſubject of 0+ 
litical difference. But I ly in my claim tha: the conſi- 
deration of its importance may alwavs be diſcuſſed with a 
reference to the proba ili y of ere aiwing it, and the price 
at which it mult be regained. Let it never be forgotten 
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that by purſuing it through war, though upon the princi- 
ple of ſecurity, we may regain it a price which leaves us 
nothing to ſecure; which breaks up our credit, and diſ- 
ſolves our government, 

It is remarkable that moſt of the arguments which are 
now employed to vindicate the rejection of pace until 
Belgium can be ſeparated from the French Republic, are 
the conſiderations of diſtant and contingent conſequences; 
and thefe arguments are loud and vehement in the mouths 
of thoſe very men who ſcorned all conſequences, however 
immediate, when they were oppoſed to the ſyſtem of the 
war. I has appeared that when they began the conteſt 
they refuled to look at its moſt obvious and calamitous 
conſequences, and when warned of them in every ſtage 
towards their accompliſhment, they rejected them with 
diſdain as vague and viſionary ſpeculations. But now, 
when it becomes convenient to hold up conſequences in 
order to juſtify the continuation of hoſtilities begun and 
proſecuted in utter contempt of them, they themſelves 
enter into ſpeculations the moſt diflant and moſt doubtful 
ever reſorted to by ſtateſmen. To diſappoint the advan- 
tages of peace, they look much farther forward into fu- 
turity than they were aſked by their opponents, in order 
to avert the horrors of war. They eſtimate, with all the 
anxiety of intereſted objection, every ſiniſter conſequence 
of a treaty which would leave France with an extended 
territory, and augur other dangers to Great Britain upon 
the moſt remote and uncertain contingencies, Surely this 
is the very reverſe of that conduct which policy and mo- 
rality univerſally dictate. War is in itſelf ſo mighty an 
evil, either politically or morally confidered ; it entails ſo 
many miſeries upon mankind, even after the attainment 
of all its objects, that it ought never to be engaged 1 In un- 
til after every effort and ſpeculation have been employed 
to repel its approach. Peace, on the othec hand, is the 
parent of ſo many blefſings,” that all nations ought to run 
into her embraces with an ardour which no diſtant or 
doubtful apprehenſions ſhould repel, What then muſt be 
the reſponſibility of the raſh and precipitate authors of 
war, and the uniformly backward negotiators of its ter- 
mination ? 

This fatal and obſtinate miſconduct is hourly producing 
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the moſt calamitous effects. The difference, though to- 
tally diverted from its original principle, has changed to 
another equally irrational. It began with an object in the 
nature of things unattainable, and for that very reaſon has 
reduced us to a contention for another which cannot be 
attained, Its authors are fo completely bewitched with 
It, that in their zeal to preſerve it they feem totally to 
have forgotten both the old ground on which they frit 
made it, and the new one upon which they continue it, 
The only principle which has invariably dillioguithed all 
the periods of it, his been, that the extended territories 
of France were leſs dangerous than the changes wrought 
by her ſyſtem in the minds of their inhabitants; that con- 
queſt was inſignificant when compared with proſelytiſm; 
and yet for the fake of diſannexing Belgium merely as a 
territory, with a view to jea chaſt, and to continental ba- 
lances, they are ſuffering, whilit-I am writing, the whole 
face of the earth to be rapidly changing under their eyes, 
by the continuance of war; the authors contenting them- 
ſelves with railing here «t home againit republican theo— 
r1!ts, who never exiſted but in their own imaginations, 
whilſt they themſelves are the practical founders of repub- 
lics all over Kurope, which exifled only at frit in their 
own imaginations, but which they have fiace ſubſtanually 
realiſed by their works. 

It is truly lamentable that this reflection, inſtead of be- 
Ing a ſarcaſm upon government, falls very thort of the 
truth. Ihe war is profefledly continued at this moment 
for another campaign or more, as circumſtances may ariſe z 
juſt as if it could be ſo kept up, upon the mere calcula- 
tion of expence, to be put down again, like an eflablilh- 
ment or an cquipage, at the call of convenience or pru— 
dence. In the mean time the great regular governments 
of Europe, diſſolved from their union, and exhauſted by 
their efforts, are becomiog feeble as adverſaries, and con- 
temptible to their own ſubjects, whilſt the ſmaller ſtates 
of Italy, from which France might have been withdrawn 
by a cordial and manly negotiation, are now ſtarting up 
into new conditions of ſociety, under the faſcinating ban- 
ners of glory and victory; and England, inflead of dic- 
tating a conſtitution, and boundaries to the French repub- 
lic, or ſettling at Paris the imaginary balances of Europe, 
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may be probably ſoon driven to fight againſt her upon Eng- 
lich ground for her own conſtitution ; whilſt the walle 
and anticipation of her reſources nouriſhes diſguſt and alie- 
nation to its excellent principles, and deſtroys that enthe- 
fiaſm which nothing but the practical enjoyment of good 
government can inſpire. 

But to ſpeak plainly and boldly my opinion with regard 
to peace, it is this—That when the relative ſituations of 
the two countries are conſidered, the ceſſion of Belgium 
to the Emperor, the arrangement concerning St. Domingo, 
or any other ſpecific line of negotiation, are as duſt in the 
balance when compared with the /piru and temper of the 
peace which hereafter {hall be made. 

Suppoſing by ovr great reſources, and by the chances 
of war, we could drive the government of France to re- 
cede from her preſent pretenſions, not upon the approach 
of a new era of ſecurity, confidence, ond friendſhip, but 
to avoid a political exploſion by the deſtruction of her 
credit : conſider cooly what fort of peace this would be 
where the hoitile mind remained; —confider how eaſily 
France might again embroil us to the hazard of our finan- 
ces, and of our conſtitution which Jeans abſolutely upon 
public credit for ſupport. The excitation, therefore, 
which prevails at preſent to ariificial hatred and diſtruſt 
of France, is a moſt fatal and ruinous policy for England. 
No man is leſs diſpoſed than I am to ſurrender an atom of 
the principles of our fathers to French, or to any other prin- 
ciples. I ſhall on the contrary, be found at all times a- 
mongſt the foremoſt to afſert them, becauſe I have been 
bred, beyond moſt others, to know their value: but the 


ſoundneſs of our inſtitutions, the attachment which mult 


follow from a pure adminiſtration of them, and their mor- 
tal connection with the public credit of the late, convince 
me that our ſalvation mult abſolutely depend upon a ſpeedy 
and liberal peace fought © in the ſpirit of peace, and laid 
in principles purely pacific.” Thelz laſt words are the 
words of Mr. Burke: they were employed by him whilft 
to uſe his own expreſſion, © we yet worked in the light,” 
—tbey were emloyed by kim to thew the meats by which 
America might have been brought back to a profitable 
ſubjection to Great Britain, which if ſhe had been, all 
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the calamities that have ſince deſolated Europe would 
have been averted, 

The writings of Mr. Burke have had a great and ex- 
tenſive influence in producing and continuing this fatal con- 
teſt, Let us avail ourfelves, then, of the great wiſdom 
oft his former writings to lay the foundations of peace. 

When an extraordinary perlon appears in the world, and 
adds to its lights by ſuperior maxims of policy and wil- 
dom, he cannot afterwards deſtroy their benefits by any 
contradictions, real or apparent, in his reaſonings or in his 
conduct. We are not to receive the works of men as revela- 
tions, but as the chequered productions of our imperfect 
natures, from which, by the help of our own reaſonings, we 
are ſeaſonably to ſeparate the good from the evil. This is 
the true courſe to be taken with all human authorities. It 
is a poor triumph to diſcover that man is not perſeck, 
and an imprudent uſe of the diſcovery to reject his wiſ- 
dom, when the very fault we find with his infiimities is, 
that they tend to deprive us of its advantages. Ditfering 
wholly from Mr. Burke, and lamenting the conſequences 
of his late writings, I always think of the books and of the 
author in this kind of temper. Indeed when I look into 
my own, mind, and find its beſt lights and principles fed 
from that immenſe magazine of moral and political wil- 
dom, which he has left as an inheritance to mankind for 
their inſtruction, I feel myſelf repelled by an awful and 
grateful ſenſibility from petulantly approaching, him “. 

I recolleQ that his late writings cannot deceive me, be- 
cauſe his former ones have fortified me againlt their de- 
ceptions. When I look beſides at bis inveterate conſiſl- 
ency even to this hour, when all ſupport from men and 
things have been withdrawn from him; when I compare 
him with thoſe who took up his errors only for their own 
convenience and for the ſame convenience laid them down 
again, he riſes to ſuch a deceptive height from the com- 
pariſon, that with my eyes fixed upon miniſters, I view 
him as if upon an eminence too high to be approached. 

The principles upon which Mr. Burke founded the 


If reference is had to the arguments of the author during the 
ſtate trials. In the trial of Mr. Paine, and upon ſeveral other oc- 
caſions, he will be found to have uniformly purſued this courle with 
regard to Mr. Burke. 
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whole ſyſtem of his conciliation with America, were not 
narrow and temporary, but permanent and univerſal, They 
were not applicable only to a diſpute between a mother 
country and her colonies, but to every poſſible contro- 
verſy between equal and independent nations; they were 
not ſubje& to variation from the tempers and characters 
of the contending parties, becauſe being founded in hu- 
man nature they embraced the whole world of man, 

The maxims of pacification which he laid down were 
plain and ſimple, but for that very reaſon were the wiſer. 
Wiſdom does not conſiſt in complexity; the ſyſtem of the 
univerſe is leſs intricate than a country clock. 

The firſt grand maxim which I before adverted to, and 
which, in truth, includes all others, was, that peace 1s 
not beſt fought * through the medium of war, nor to be 
hunted through the labyrinth of endleſs negotiation ; but 
was to be ſought in the ſpirit of peace, and laid in princi- 
ples purely pacific.” He inculcated, that crimination 
and recrimination was not the courſe by which any human 
controverſy was to be ended; and, above all he proteſted 
againſt the ruling vice and impolicy of the preſent admi- 
niſtration, who have never had any definable ſyſtem of 
peace or warfare, who have always mixed the bitterneſs 
of reproach with propoſitions for conciliation, and have 
uniformly brandiched the ſword in one hand with more ir— 
ritating menace, at the very moment they were holding 
forth the olive braneh in the other, 

This we did alſo in the American war—the re- 
pealing acts which we paſled to ſoothe America, were 

enerally carried out in the ſame ſhip with new pe- 
nal bills to coerce them. This induced Mr. Burke in 
Parliament to expreſs his doubts of their efficacy :— 
« You ſend out an angel of peace, but you ſend out 
a deſtroying angel along with her, and what will be 
the effects of the conflict of theſe adverſe ſpirits is 
what I dare not ſay. Whether the lenient meaſures 
will cauſe paſſion to ſubſide, or the ſeverer increaſe 
ats fury : all this is in the hands of Providence ; yet 
now, even now, I ſhould confide in the prevailing 
virtue and efficacious operation of lenity, though 
working in darkueſs and in chaos. In the midſt of 
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this unn1tural and turbid combination, I (honld hope 
it might produce order and beauty in the end.!“ 

I have never paſted this ſentence through my mind, 
where it has been preſent for many years, without 
being deeply affected by it. Its eloquence is only va- 
luable as it makes the moral and political truth fink 
deeper into the underſtanding and the heart. The 
angel of peace dreſſed in ſmiles and cloathed with her 
own mild attributes, 1s not merely deſcribed as tri- 
umphing in the blue ſerene, where only ordinary pal- 
ſions are to be oppoſed to her; but, as if Mr. Burke 
had looked forward to his own picture of the French 
revolution, he truſts to her operation, though work- 
ing in darkneſs and in chaos, in the midſt of unnatu— 
ral and turbid combination, and looks forward from 
her preſence to order and beauty in the end. 

The unalt-./able effect of this genuine ſpirit and 
principle of peace, it is but juſtice to Mr. Burke to 
ſay, he has never fled from. He is in this perfeQly 
conſiſtent with himſelf ; he, of courſe, does not agree 
with the plan 1 am ſuggeiting, becauſe he propoſes 
no peace with France, becauſe he thinks the peace of 
the world would be ſacrificed by its attainment: but 
if he could once be brought to agree that peace was 
defirable, I would be contented to ſtand or fall as he 
ſubſcribed to what I am propoſing. Grant but the 
premiſes of his late writings, and all his deductions 
are full of the ſame vigour, and lighted up w ith the 
ſame eloquence, which diſtinguiſh every thing he has 
written, It is his falſe premiſes only, that leads him 
aſtray, and make ſuch havoc in the world. But mi- 
nitters have no ſort of excuſe for their conduct; they 
profeſs to be fincere in defiring peace, yet they re- 
fuſe to purſue the only methods by which, between 
man and man, or between nation and nation, it ever 
was, or ever can be permanently ſecured. 

I have no more doubt than I entertain of my own 
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exiſtence, that if France ſaw a change 1 in the Britiſh 
councils, and with that change a contequent renunei— 
ation of the ſyſtem which produced the. war, and 
which, though no longer avowed, notoriouſly ob- 
irate i Its termination, the face of things would be 
entirely altered. The conſequences of our miſguid- 
ed councils would no doubt load the negotiation, un- 
der whatever auſpices it might be produced. The 
ſtrong poſition which France has obtained, and the 
neceſlity to which England has reduced herſelf from 
the war, muſt be expected to be felt in the peace, 
whenever or by whomfoever it ſhall be made. But 
J look leſs to the terms, which I foreſee will raiſe 
the difficulties, and which beſides, may be ſmoothed 
and rounded by the ſpirit of conciliation, than I look 
to the future effects which that ſpirit would produce; 
to the ſol:dity of the peace which would be foſtered 
under its wings; to the return of that good will and 
the liberal confidence between nations, by which the 
proſperity of each ſtrikes down freſh roots to the 
proſperity of all. Depend upon it, where peace 1s 
preſerved, and its true ſpirit cultivated, the world is 
large enough for all the nations which compoſe it. 
As they multiply in numbers, and increaſe in arts 
and improvements, traffie only becomes more exten- 
five and complicated; and traffic amongſt nations is 


like traffic amongſt individuals, he who has the 


greatelt capital, and the beſt ſituation for trade, ſtarts 
with an advantage which only imprudence can de- 
troy. 

This is ſtill the ſituation of Great Britain. Her 
immenſe capital taken with all its mortgages, and 
her vaſt poſſeſſions in every quarter of the globe, 
would get the ſtart of all Europe, toſs it and tumble 
it, and divide it as you will /o as peace only can be 
preſerved, It is war following war, and accumulat- 
ing revenue, their inſeparable companions, that a- 
lone can deſtroy, and which has already near accom- 


pliſhed the deſtruction of Great Britain. 
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There is another ſuperior advantage attending this 
liberal ſyſtem of pacification, which, in former times, 
would have ſunk deep into the feelings of Engliſh- 
men. Ihe waTiiN would ſuffer no humiliation, 
though -mmers would be diſgraced. Such a peace 


would be a peace of liberal choice, not, as we look 


forward to it at preſent, of baffled neceſſity. The 
peace of a free and independent nation, lamenting the 
errors and ſufferings of freedom, holding forth her 
ample ſhield to protect it every where, and laying 
the foundation of a tranquillity, which deſpotiſm ne- 
ver more {ſhould diſturb. Compared with fuch a pro- 
ceeding, what is the wreſting of the ſea-ports of Of- 
tend and Antwerp, from France, in order to reſtore 
them to the Emperor, who in the tranſitions of things, 
may be the enemy of England to-morrow, whilſt 
France may be her ally. 

The aſcendancy of France hereafter in the ſcale of 
Enrope, whatever may be the ultimate terms of ge- 
neral tranquillity, muſt be always ſo very powerful, 
from the fertility and extent of her territory, her 1m- 
menſe population, and the active genius of her peo- 
ple, that her relation to England can never be indif- 
ferent. She muſt always be a moſt defirable ally, or 
a moſt formidable enemy. If we were truly friends 
upon liberal principles, war muſt for a century be 
baniſhed from the earth: if we continue at variance, 
from contemptible prejudices, it mult be drowned in 
blond. When the complicated and claſhing intereſts 
of two great countries, almoſt joined together, are 
contemplated, the various cauſes of quarrel which 
intereſt might ſow, which jealouſy might quicken, 
and which falſe pride muſt he always ripening into 
war, humanity ſhrinks back from conſideration of 
the future. It is not for a very private inan, like 
me, with no talents for a ſtateſinan, and engaged be- 
ſides in the purſuits of a moſt laborious profeſſion. to 
comprehend, in my view, the detailed intereſts of 
Great Britain as they interſect the intereſts of France, 
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But this 1 will ſay diſtinctly, that I would not ac- 
cept the completeſt knowledge of all of them, nor 
the higheſt ſtation to bring them into action, unleſs 
I was conſcious of poſſeſſing, at the ſame time, the 
principles and the temper of turning them to the be- 
nefit of my country. 

Without peace, and peace on a permanent baſis, 
this nation, with all the trade which the world will 
furniſh, cannot ſupport her eſtabliſhments, and muſt 
pals through bankruptcy into the jaws of revolution. 
All the qualifications of Britiſh ſtateſmen for details 
and management are therecore frivolous and contemp- 
tible, when compared with thoſe which fit them for 
peace-makers and for its guardianſhip when it 1s 
made. Cunning and haughtineſs are no parts of this 
character. Peace-makers, to denote their hamility 
and fimplicity, are ſtiled the children of God. For 
their own exaltation, our miniſters have ſufficiently 
humbled their country : let them at leaſt take it by 
turns, and, that their country may now be exalted, 
let them humble themſelves. 

That an honourable peace might even now be ob- 
tained, if rationally and honeſtly purſued, every ſuc- 
ceeding account eſtabliſhes and confirms. Proceed- 
ings now provoke the indignation of the enligatened 
part of that nation, which not long ago would have 
been a ſignal for enthuſiaſtic approbation. What was 
formerly a ſavage feſtival is now ſcarcely endured as 
2 political commemoration, and we ſee her public 
councils, even in the firſt tranſports of their unex- 
ampled victories, hailing them as the harbingers of 
univerſal tranquillity, 

But a peace alone would not ſecure Great Britain, 
in the preſent ſtate of the world, as the war has left 
it. She mutt prepare to redeem herſelf from her 
burdens, and from the corruptions which occaſioned 
them, by the nobleſt acts of fortitude and ſelf-denial, 
and by the molt rigid ſyſtem of ceconomy : every ex- 
pence that is uſeleſs or inconvenient muſt be put 
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down : the reſources of the country muſt be ſifted 
and examined to the bottom, and the revenue upheld 


by their moſt judicious application. But no ſkill in 


finance, nor even integrity in a miniſter, can accom- 
pliſh theſe great objects, without creating in all ranks 
and claſſes of the people a deep and warm intereſt in 
the ſnapporting additional burdens, and an enthuſiaſm 
in the conſtitution which protects them in their 
rights. 

This ſtate of things 1s abſolutely incompatible with 
the whole internal ſyſtem of policy adopted by the 
preſent adminiſtration. It is in vain to think of e- 
ven attempting the renovation of our country upon a 
principle of diſtruſt and terror of the very inhabi- 
tants which compoſe it. The only remedy againſt 
mobs is to extend to the multitude the full privileges 
of a people. To give awful dignity and ſecurity to 
the Commous of England, let every man who has a 
houſe over his head have the proud ſenſation that he 
15 preſent in it by deputation. The alarm of ſuch a 
change, even though made by Parliament itſelf in 
the benevole:ice and juſtice of its diſpenſations, has 
always appeared to me very extraordinary, But its 
reception with enlightened men is wholly unac- 
countable. The ſtrength and ſecurity of govern— 
ment, by the breadth of a popular baſis, is confirm- 
ed by all experience, and by the univerſal analogics 
of things. 

When a government emanates from the whole peo- 
ple, when the delegation, which forms the balance 
to its wiſely fixed executive, is ſuſficiently mutable 
to prevent an agency from degenerating into a con- 
trol, and ſufficiently extended to be the organ of u— 
niverſal will, the clubs and ſocieties and conventions 
which have frightened us out of our ſenſes, could 
not in the nature of things exiſt. When the people 
themſelves actually chuſe the popular branch of the 
legiſlature, that forms the control upon the other 
parts of it, which are, for the wiſeſt purpoſes, put 
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out of their own choice by other modifications, and 
where that choice is made for a very limited ſeaſon, 
upon what principle can rebellion exiſt againit ſuch 
a Parliament, and who, iu God's name, a to be 
the rebels? How can a people be brought#ta reſiſt a 
voluntary emanation from themſelves? By the ope- 
ration of what vice or infirmity will they pull down 
the legiſlative organ of their own will? Even if ſuch 
a body ſhould occaſionally betray its truſt, the reme- 
dy 1s at hand without tumult or revolution ; the a- 
gency expires by the forms of the conſtitution, and 
a better 1s appointed in its ſtead. The bad paſſions 
of men will, it is true, work up factions in the {tate ; 
but factions, where there is a broad and general re- 
preſentiòͤn, are like waves which riſe in the ocean 
and fink again inſenfibly into its boſom ; it is ouly 


v hen confined and obſtructed that they daſh into foam, 


and deſtroy by the impetuoſity of their courſe. 

This was preciſely the caſe in France. —Until there 
was a juſt and legitimate repreſentation of the people, 
controling the other modifications of a government, 
no matter how conſtituted, clubs and knots of men 
ſpread terror and confuſion, and the people ſupported 
them ; becauſe they were repreſented in thoſe clubs 
and factions, or not repreſented at all. They had 
no other ſecurity againſt tyranny than by a general 
organization of their authority, aud the public hu- 
mours therefore ſettled into factions. For this ſtate 
of ſociety there was no poſſible cure but legitimate 
power proceeding from the people. When force and 
violence were attempted, they ouly inflamed the diſ- 
temper ; but when the cauſe was removed by a ge- 
nuine organ of the public choice, the clubs decayed 
ad fell to pieces. Miſguided men were no doubt 
diſpoſed to continue them, but the people at /arge, 
having they no longer any intereſt in ſupporting 
their authorities, they were every where put down 
without a ſtruggle : and now, whatever faults or im- 


perfections may be aſcribed to the government of 
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France, it is certainly not one of thera, that its ope- 
rations are controled or menaced by meetings of the 
people; and it its authority is to be imputed to great 
power and tyranny, it ſhews at leaſt that the ſirength 
of government has nothing to ſear from an extended 
repreſentation, 

This is not the form or faſhion of ſociety in a par- 
ticular nation, or in a ſingular conjuncture, but it is 
the univerſal law which pervades civil life through. 
out all regions and in all ages; and not civil life on- 
ly, but the life of all created things, and the exiſtence 
of the whole material world. It is the free tranſ- 
miſſion of that, which conſtitutes ſubſtances through- 
out all the parts which compole them, that alone can 
preſerve them, 

The humours of the human body, which occaſion 
ally deform its beauty, and impair its ſtrength, are 
not in themſelves diſeaſes, but indications that the 
body is generally diſeaſed : they are but the poiſoned 
ſymptoms of imperfeCt circulation, and the cure muſt 
be conducted accordingly. If their diſperſion is at- 
tempted without touching their cauſes, they diſap— 
pear, it is true, from the ſurface, and the medical, 
likecthe political quack, is applauded; but the true 
phyſician diſcovers only in this apparent reſtoration 
the ſure prognoſtic of death. Science, therefore, 
commences its reformation in the primary ſeat of vi- 
tal movements ; it ſets free the juices throughout all 
the capillaries of the-body, and without a knife, or 
an embrocation, the ſores inſenſibly dry up, convert 
themſelves into duſt, and the lazar riſes from his 
couch, In the ſame manner, when the ſap which 
belongs to the entire ſtructure of the vegetable king- 
dom, is obſtructed in its courſe to the remoteſt bran- 
ches of every plant that grows, it is not merely theſe 
defrauded branches which periſh; the trunk itſelf 
that monopolizes the nouriſhment of which it onl 
ought to be the conduit, is ſpeedily encruſted with 
canker, and conſumed to its very root. Even the 
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inanimate maſs of matter exiſts by the ſame rules. 
It is ſome univerſal though hidden union which holds 
ies tubſtances together; and whenever from any canſe 
it is impeded or deſtroyed, their ſurfaces become co- 
vered with deleterions incruitations, which, in pro— 
ceſs of time, will diſſolve the hardeſt of them, until 
their atoms are ſcattered to the wind. 

The ruling principle of the preſent moment is moſt 
raturally the terror of revolution, and wiſdom, there- 
fore, directs our view to its cauſes ; becauſe, with- 
out that confideration, we may be running upon dan- 
ger in our very zeal to eſcape from it. The cauſes 
of 1evolutions are within reach of every body, if 
pride would floop to regard them. Whatever may 
b- the original deſects of civil eftabhſhments, Inſtory 
«Fords few examples of violent changes (otherwiſe 
than by conqueſt), except when they grolsly dege- 
nerate from their principles, whatever they may be, 
All primitive governments are, to a great degree, 
ſounded in ſocial freedom, however defeQively it 
may be ſecured. A ſpirit of liberty and equality 
pervaded even the vaſſalage of the feodal conquerors 
of Europe. Undue delegation of power and occa- 
fional abuſe of it only ſerved to rouſe unadulterated 
man to an early and timely aflertion of himſelf. The 
former changes in ſociety were, therefore, dignified 
and merciful. But corruption brutifies and debaſes; 
her votarics are ſtupidly inſenſihle, and, as this con— 
tagion muſt, in the nature of things, ſtop ſhort of 
he great maſs of the people, the multitude ſeparated 
from their ſuperiors are of courſe the indignant re- 
formers ; and the lazy, profligate, bloated abuſers of 
Tational and uſeful eminence are knocked on the head 


like feals whom the tide has left ſleeping upon the 


more. 

This is the clue to the wonders that ſurround us. 
Human nature is preciſely the ſame. It is the cor- 
ruption of eſtabliſhments, ten thouſand times worſe 
than the rudeſt dominion of tyranny, which has 
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changed, and is changing, the face of the modern 
world. The old parliament of France had no reſem- 
blance to the modern parliament of Paris when mo— 
narchy fell to the ground. The States of Holland, 
| under the immortal Prince of Orange, were loſt in 
| every thing but the name when the French crofled 
) the Waal to deſtroy them, and it was not the freezing 
4 of the river that ſecured the conqueſt, but becauſe 
the hearts of the inhabitants were frozen by the a- 
buſes of their government. In the ſame manaer the 
Netherlands paſſed away from the Emperor. The 
Joyeuſe entree of the good Duke of Burgundy had 
* been for centuries nibbled away by monopolies and 
reſtrictions before the Belgians even murmured a- 
gainſt his authority. This venerable conſtitution 
was offered to be reſtored at laſt : but the offer was 
too late, as all offers muſt neceſſarily be when they 
proceed from thoſe who can no longer keep what 
. | they are ready from neceſlity to grant. Such were 

the conceſſions of Charles the Firſt to his parliament ; 
of Great Britain to America ; and of France, when 
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i her notables were aſkmbled. Even the horſe knows 
when his rider ſtrokes his neck from aflection or from 
fear. 


The ſubject propoſed is now brought to its con— 
cluſion. Deeply impreſſed with its importance, of 
which indeed every hour that paſſes is furnithing 
ſome new and awful example, I have given my ob- 
ſervations, defective as they are, openly and without 
reſerve to the public, and I have ventured to ſub- 
7 ſcribe them with my name, at the riſk of the many 
calumnies which they are ſure to draw down upon 

me. My opinions concerning the advantage of a ra- 
dical reformation in the repreſentation of the Houſe 
| of Commons have been expreſſed from no diſreſpe& 

for that high aſſembly, to which I owe a reverence, 
and a duty, both as a member and a ſubject, bur. 
from a moſt ſincere and equal attachment to all U ;« 
branches ef the ne They may long flop cj(k 
; 
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together, if they will always be contented to hold 
their own places in the ſyſtem which gave them 
birth. It can only be from an attempt to change or 
to enlarge them that a ſcuffle may enſue, in which 
all of them may be uſurped. 

I am perfectly aware that every thing I have writ- 
ten will be ineffectual for the preſent; the cloud that 
hangs over us is as yet too thick to be penetrated by 
a light ſo feeble. It is much eaſter to ſcourge vice 
than to diſſipate error. Indolent indifference, timo- 
rous inactivity, and miſtaken virtue, are great cauſes 
of our preſent misfortunes ; they apply to ten times 
the number of thoſe who are materially affected by 
ſelf-intereſt ; and of the three the laſt is by far the 
moſt miſchievous ; not only becauſe principles of e- 
nergy are more dangerous than thoſe which incline 
men to be paſſive, but becauſe there is ſome thing 
awful and faſcinating in virtue, however miſguided, 
and however deſtructive from its errors. The truth 
is, we were ſuddenly placed by the moſt extraordi- 
nary events in a new fituation, both as it regarded 
our moral feelings as good men, and our prudence as 
enlightened members of civil life. 

The conjuncture J allude to, under any circum- 
ſtances, would have been a ſtumbling block to many; 
coming in critieal aid of the deſperate projects of am- 
bition and corruption, it became for a ſeaſon irreſii- 
tible ; it ſtill continues to be dangerouſly powerful, 
but it will inſenſibly wear away. I have had a thou- 
ſand opportunities of obſerving its influence amongſt 
thoſe valuable claſſes of men who take the deepeſt in- 
tereſt in whatever appears to be connected with the 
moral order of the world. Propenſittes io perfectly 
worthy deſerve a greater reward than man can confer 
on them; but they are apt, without great caution, 
to lead men beyond the ſphere of their duties, as e- 
very thing muſt neceſſarily be which is wholly be- 
yond the limits of our contracted powers. The ex- 
travagance of pious but miſdirected zeal may work 


4 — 


VC 


14 


LP 


as much evil as the outrages of impicty, Men be— 
come mad from arrogance and preſumption, when 
they preſume to decide upon conlequences far beyond 
the reach of human forecaſt, and they become wick. 
ed to a degree, from which nothing but madnets 
ought to ward off puniſhment, when they ſupport in 
their own country the groſſeſt abuſes, and the molt 
ruinous waſte of the reſources of future ages, under 
the pretence of arreſting thoſe mighty and never cea- 
ſing changes of the world, the conſequences of which 
no mortal ftrength can ſubdue, and which are as 
much beyond our capacities as they are foreign to our 
concerns. 

From ſuch extraordinary conjunctures much better 
fruits may be gathered by a modeſt confideration of 
them, as furniſhing the moſt awful and inſtruQive 
leſſons for our conduct and reformation, 

The French revolution, by ſhewing the irreſiſtible 
force of popular zeal and fury, may be expected to 
teach the regular governments of the world to beware 
how they provoke them by acts of injuitice and op- 
preliion, or by the gradual fling of political eſtabliſh- 
ments from the great protective ends of their inſtitu- 
tions, Ir may inculcate the wiſdom of moderate and 
inſenſible changes, as the mutable and periſhable na- 
ture of all ſocial eſtabliſhments may require them ; 
and, above all, it may remind them of a truth quite 

1niverſal and incontrovertible, but which ſeems to 
be too little adverted to, that when men are really 
happy under their governments, they never pulh 
their reaſonings upon political theories to extravagant 
concluſions, much lefs combine to reduce them by 
force into practice, at the hazard of all the horrors 
and fufferings, which to ſome extent or other, every 
revolution muſt unavoidably produce. 

To the governed the leſſon may not be the lefs 
momentous. It may ſerve as a warning to the in- 
habitants of all nations not /udden!y to pulh the refor- 
mations of ſociety beyond the pitch of prudence and 
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the analogies of experience; to conſider government 
as a practical thing, rather to build upon the founda- 
tions laid by the united wiſdom of ſocial man, im- 
proving upon the model by the riſing lights of the 
world, than to aſſume at once the exerciſe and prac- 
tice of their full rights merely becauſe the rights unque/- 
tionably belong to them, inſtead of conſenting by inlen- 
ſible and peaceable operations to adopt ſuch changes 
and modifications of popular authority as may anſwer 
the full purpoſes of ſocial ſecurity and happineſs ; 
but, above all, it may ſerve, as with the voice and 
force of thunder, to fink deep into the hearts both of 
princes and people never to ſuffer their ſupport of 
human authority, or their zeal for the correction of 
its abuſes, however defirable or important, to ſuper- 
ſede that ſyſtem of benevolence towards our fellow- 
creatures, the firſt and grand precept of our religion, 
whoſe obſervance is the key-ſtone of human happi- 
neſs, and whoſe breach is the ſource of all the miſe— 
ries which afflict and agitate the world. 

Theſe arc the leſſons which it may be expected to 
teach to every nation as conſidered by itfelf, For 
the regulation of ſeparate communities in their con- 
cerns with ochers, future ages will probably, looking 
back to the liſtracted councils of Great Britain du- 
ring this unparalleled crifts, have reſort to them as 
negative example of prudent government, It wall 
teach particular ſtates te confine their interferences 
with the affairs of other countries within the bounds 
which are calculated to ſecure their own territories 
and independence. It will cauſe them to beware how 
they arrogantly aſſume to themſelves againſt the firit 
laws of nature, and the obvious plans of Providence 
in the progreſſive changes of the world, the right of 
arreſting the awful and majeſtic courſe of freedom 
contending againſt uſurped authority, whatever may 
be the fury or irregularity of its courſe. It will alſo 
Jerve to remind the rulers of nations in the neigh- 
bourhood of changes arifing from abuſes of authority, 
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that abuſes of authority are the conſtant forerwmners 
of changes, and the cauſes by which they are pro- 


duced. 


There is one further and laſt example to be drive 
ed to futare afts from the Pre 7 111 to: Thrift C5: \ C3rear 
Britain, which it reſts with the per ple 0. d to 


ſurniſh to the world. By comicg forward at tis 
moment with prudence and with © rder, with. a ful. 
miſſion which wiſdom dictates to cvery provic to their 
eſtabliſhed government, but with a hrmnets which at 
the ſame time reminds that government, that it exills 
only for their bencſit and by their conſent, they may 
yet preſerve their country. This majeilic and com- 
manding conduct, will demonſtrate to future time S, 
and to other nations, that there is no ſtate of adver. 
ſity which ought to reduce a great people to deſpair; 
that national adv erſity cannot even exiſt for an! long 
ſeaſon, but from wicked miſgovernment, and ſhame- 
ful ſubmiſſion to it; and that the advantage of our 
free conſtitution (well worthy of all the blood that 
has been ſhed for it; and which may yet be ſhed to 
preferve it) is, that it poſſeſſes Within iifelf the 
means of its own reformation; infaring to its ſub— 
jects an exemption from revolution, the worſt of all 
poſſible evils, except that confirmed eſtabliſhment of 
tyranny and oppreſſion for which there is no other 
cure. 


TUE END. 


. * 
2 7 
. 
- 
* 
* 
* 
. 
* 
* 
„ 
* 
* * 
1 
. 
© 
* 
. 
= 
a, D 
= © 
* 
- 
6 
* 
* 0 * — 
* 
| 5 
f * 
* 
* w 4 
* — 
— ” > 
* _ _ _ * _ * * , 2 Qtr . . 
- — _ — _ — — ——ů— ͤ— Ws 


